
THE INCREDIBLE DECEPTION OF 1908 

THE PITCAIRNERS’ RIGHTS TO NORFOLK INLAND WERE..S A V A GE L Y ABUSED 
IN THE EVICTIONS OF 1 908. LONG-SECRET GOVERNMENT FILES SHOW 
THAT THE ABUSE WENT ALL THE-WAY TO THE COLONIAL OFFICE IN 
LONDON. READ "THE HOODWINKING OF UNCLE CORNISH” PAGE 29. 


FIVE DAYS THAT MAY CHANGE NORFOLK 

SENATOR WITHER^ GAVE COUNCIL THREE HOURS TO DEFEND NORFOLK 
AGAINST THE NIMMO REPORT PROPOSALS, AND SAY HOW THE ISLAND 
SHOULD BE GOVERNED - BUT HE DIDN’T FEEL A SECOND MEETING WAS 
WARRANTED. FOUR PAGE REPORT OF THE BIG VISIT STARTS ON P.6. 

SEN. WITHERS SPEAKS OUT 

IN AN EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH THE NEWS, THE MINISTER GAVE RE¬ 
LAXED, STRAIGHT-TALKING ANSWERS -- INCLUDING HIS, PW-FAMOUS 
VIEW THAT THE SOLEMN DECLARATIONS ARE "VALUELESS". STARTS P. 1 0 


N.l.: TYPICAL AUSTRALIAN TOWN? 

THAT'S WHAT THEY’RE SAYING ABOUT US IN OUR ADMINISTERING DE¬ 
PARTMENT IN CANBERRA AND THE MINISTER ECHOED IT DURING HIS 
TRIP HERE IN JUNE. READ "NORFOLK DIARY” ON PAGE 3. 


WHAT A MIX-UP! 

IF YOUR FARM IS ANYTHING LIKE OURS YOU'LL NEED A COMPUTER AND 
A LEGAL GENIUS TO KEEP HONEST IF MAINLAND TAX SYSTEMS ARE IN¬ 
TRODUCED T6'NORFOLK. READ "NORFOLK LIVING", PAGE 34. 
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Norfolk pines. (Yes, we know they 
V grow in other places — Norfolk sent 

them there.) 


she's typical, mate 


"Norfolk Island isTeally no differ¬ 
ent to a country town in Australia. 

This new catch-phrase has become 
popular in the Department of Ad¬ 
ministrative Services, how can any¬ 
one administer a place he does not 
understand? Quiz: which Australian 
country town is it where -- 

- the two closest neighbours, each 
more than 400 miles across the ocean, 
are both foreign countries, 

- there is an absolute limit of 

8, 500 acres for a population of about 
1, 600 to live on. 

- the most frequent names of the 
inhabitants are Adams, Buffett, 
Christian, McCoy, Nobbs and Quintal. 

- there are no strikes, riots, no 
Parliament, no daily newspapers or 
T.V., no unemployment, no deep 
poverty and no real gaol. 

- it is impossible to drive a Com¬ 
monwealth mail van, telephone by 
other than a day-time-only radio 
connection, or send a tax examiner 
without his going through immigra¬ 
tion clearance twice. 

- you can leave your doors unlock¬ 
ed, the key in your car and rarely 
need to sign written contracts. 

- the school, hospital, police, roads, 
bridges and social welfare programmes 
are running well without subsidy from 
any State or from the Commonwealth. 

- there is a different language, a 
different legal system, separate cus¬ 
toms control, unique stamps, and a 
postal system charges lc for lo¬ 
cal letters. / 

- one of the main vegetables is 
the kumera. (The kumera is one of 
the cultural hallmarks of Polynesia. 

It seems the farthest west it ever got 
was Norfolk Island. We have about 
12 varieties of it here, how often 
does kumera appear on the table in 
Australian country towns?) 

- the landscape is dominated by 


- the dominant group of people 
are of the Pitcairn race, whose blood¬ 
line and colouring were disdained by 
Australians for generations, but who 
were promised by Queen Victoria that 
Norfolk Island would be theirs, and 
who*vividly remember that promise 
120 years afterward. 

Some country town! 

V 

9 - day alrnal1 

THEO.T.C. may find telegram busi¬ 
ness picking up, because mail service 
to Sydney has deteriorated badly with 
the new airline schedules. 

East-West has organised its flights 
during the winter season to leave Syd¬ 
ney a little later in the morning, stop 
at Norfolk overnight, and return the 
next day. 

On most days, if you post a Sydney 
letter just before closing time (3pm 
Wednesday and Friday, 10.30am Sat¬ 
urday) it ought to be delivered in Syd¬ 
ney within four or five days. 

But if you just miss the Saturday 
morning closing, your letter probably 
won't be delivered in Sydney for nine 
days. A letter posted here at 11am 


Saturday doesn't go out until the next 
Thursday's plane departure. Sorted in 
Sydney on Friday, it then is unlikely 
to get delivered until the following 
Monday. 

If your correspondent answers your 
letter in three days and posts the reply 
late Thursday, it doesn't fly to Nor¬ 
folk until Sunday, and doesn't get in¬ 
to your box until the next day - which 
means 16 days for an exchange of 
letters. So don't be upset if you 
haven't heard from friends or business 
associates. The answer will get here 
in due coune. 

V 

Imalgratlon controls: 
Inequitable, maybe? 

ONE'OF: THE MOST, important and 
yet most confused issues in Norfolk 
Island affairs is the administration of 
immigration controls. 

Regardless of any other plans that 
may be made for governing the Island, 
the collapse of immigration control 
would change Norfolk radically. The 
place would attract young, unemploy¬ 
ed, compensation-drawing Australians 
like a magnet. Groups of them, pool¬ 
ing their fortnightly cheques, could 
readily rent sections of uncultivated 
bush and set up camp. Calling in to 
a Commonwealth Employment Office 
at Kingston, to make sure there were 
no suitable jobs available on the Island, 
would be a simple chore readily taken 
care of on the way to Emily Bay for a 
bath. A bit of extra money could be 
picked up by sitting on the footpath 
in Burnt Pine, offering leatherwork to 
passers-by, just as in Sydney. 

Mr. John Haslem, Member of the 
House of Representatives for Canberra, 
picked the problem very quickly during 
his recent holiday here. "It would 
wreck the place in three months, " he 
said. 

A recent Supreme Court decision 


THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
“V” New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 
Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes* walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants.- 

Fletcher Christian 

HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian’ 
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THE BONGO 


Mighty worker with forward control 
design allows maximum visibility and 
small turning circle for easy 
parking, tight manoeuvrebility. 

An amazing 94 cub.feet of 
load space. Economy plus. - 

And talk about handy! The ,j g ? 
large side-opening sliding 
door with its low loading 
height plus easy access, 
lift-up rear door, lets you 
load with a minimum of 
effort. Four-wheel independent 
' suspension too. 


THE y 2 TON 


Mazda sedan type cab comfort, with 
the emphasis on economy. A hard 
working pick-up that’s great to drive 
— nippy, spirited, comfortable. 

Why spend more? 

THE BIG TON 

Here’s power, reliability 
and performance. 

Here’s 94 BHP from 
Mazda’s big 1600 CC 
overhead cam engine 
in your choice of cab 
and chassis, ute, tray or 
container van. All-synchro 
4-speed gearbox, massive box 
section frame. Cab and chassis 
* 3-speed heater de-mister standard H 
on all three vehicles. g 




DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 


Proprietor: J. W. FITZPATRICK 















here, striking out a deportation order 
that the Administration had asked for, 
caused concern about whether immi¬ 
gration controls may have been crack¬ 
ed. That doesn't seem to be the case. 
The deportation order, declaring Mr. 
and Mrs. Humphrey Jackson to be 
"prohibited immigrants'*, has been 
wiped out, but the Judge’s decision 
appears to have been on technical 
grounds and the Immigration Ordinance 
still stands just as it has been. The 
Jacksons were in New Zealand when 
the order was issued, and so weren't 
immigrants or even tourists. They 
can come to Norfolk when they like, 
subject to the same entry limitations 
that apply to anyone else. 

But the controls are under great 
strain for other reasons. Hon. Gor¬ 
don Bryant, Norfolk's Minister sever¬ 
al years ago, put a "temporary" ban 
on permits for any new permanent 
residents, forcing the Administration 
into a bad position where its author¬ 
ity and its duty to the Island are 
compromised. The Jacksons' barris¬ 
ter told Petty Sessions that he had 
been discussing with his clients a 
possible challenge to the basic valid¬ 
ity of the Ordinance. Meanwhile, 
the Nimmo Report, in one of its self- 
contradictions, says that immigration 
control should be maintained, but 


that "inequitable treatment being ac¬ 
corded parties within the one nation.. 
of course, should not be tolerated". 

If Norfolk is made subject to all 
Commonwealth laws, and is given 
no separate constitution to govern it¬ 
self democratically as a distinct pol¬ 
itical entity, immigration control on 
Norfolk means inequitable treatment 
of parties within the one nation. It 
will be challenged, and it is difficult 
to imagine a court's tolerating it. 

V 

deeply divided dog 

MAINLAND REPORTERS here during 
Sen. Withers' visit were exposed to 
most of the most vocal pro-Nimmo 
people, and to about 10 °]c of the anti- 
Nimmo people, and concluded that 
Norfolk is deeply divided into two 
parts. 

That is true, but the size of the 
two parts needs to be noticed. We 
have a dog at The News who is deep¬ 
ly divided into the dog proper and a 
tail. The tail is a big, bushy one 
that knocks things off the table, but 
it is pretty much obliged to go along 
wherever the main part of the dog 


goes. That may be unfair, but it's 
probably the only way the animal 
will work in the long run. 

V 

Uncle Cornish Mas 
right, and still Is 

The article foreshadowed last month 
on Uncle Cornish Quintals pilgrimage 
to Sydney 69 years ago, to try to con¬ 
vince the Governor that the Kingston 
houses had been given to the Pitcairn¬ 
ers, appears in this issue starting on 
page 29. It's the most vivid set of 
facts The News has unearthed so far 
in the search for the truth about the 
historical rights of the Pitcairn sett¬ 
lers. Among other discoveries it tells 
how a Colonial Office officer caution¬ 
ed the Government that Sir William 
Denison had not reserved the houses 
as Crown property. 

Does it all matter, so many years 
afterward? It most certainly does. 

Sir John Nimmo was instructed to in¬ 
vestigate the historical rights as the 
second most important guideline in 
his inquiry, and said there was noth¬ 
ing in them. He was wrong. Uncle 
Cornish was right and eventually, 
some day, truth will prevail. 



Quartz Digital Alarm 

Now you'll never have to have a wake up call at an hotel 
again. You'll have an automatic reminder of easy to forget 
events like when to take your medicine or when you have to go 
to that special meeting. The easy to set 24 hour alarm reminds 

) rou of what's on the agenda with a gentle beep beep beep! 
t's from Citizen. One of the largest watch companies in the 
world. We're in the forefront of quartz/timekeeping technology. 


©CITIZEN 


PRENTICE'S: 

THE DIGITAL WATCH 


CENTRE 
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The Five Days that May Shape 
Norfolk’s Future for All Time 


SENATOR R.G. WITHERS, Minister 
responsible for Norfolk Island, and 
Australia's Attorney-General, 

R.J. Ellicott* spent five days last 
month listening, looking, talking 
and ,thinking about very little else 
but Norfolk. 

There, is little doubt about five 
main impressions they formed. They 
saw that the Island looked green, 
attractive, and reasonably prosperous. 
They saw that the overwhelming senti¬ 
ment of residents is deeply opposed 
to the damaging main recommenda¬ 
tions of the Nimmo Report. They 
saw that a very small but highly- 
motivated group desperately wants 
Australia to move in with its cen¬ 
tralised system of laws, benefits and 
taxes. They saw that descendants 
of the Pitcairn settlers are the primary 
population group, and hold strong be¬ 
liefs about their historic position on 
the Island. And they saw that there 
are complications to be thought 
through, however Norfolk is to be 
governed in the years ahead. 

Soon after the Government party 
arrived, on Tuesday the 7th, Sen. 
Withers, Mr. Ellicott. three of 
their staff and two officers from 
Sen. Withers* Department of Ad- 
minisuative Services went into a thtee-J 
hour session With the Norfolk Island 
Council. 

Sen. Withers said at the outset that 
his interest was simply to do what the 
people of Norfolk wanted, and what 
was best for the Island. He said he > 
had not made up his mind about any >7 
of the Nimmo recommendations, and 
that he had come to the Island to learn 
and digest. It might be a month, three 
months, six months before he puts his 
recommendations to Cabinet about Nor¬ 
folk's future, and he would rather put 
it off and come back to the Island than 
rush his conclusions. 

With President of Committees Bill 
Blucher leading, the Council then put 
its views. The members of Council 
had arranged for fresh sets of the sub¬ 
missions sent earlier to the Minister, 
and enclosed them in black binders 
stamped "Democratic Government of 
Norfolk Island - Discussion Plan - Nor¬ 
folk Island Counci 1". But the Admini - 
strator had-vetoed givirtg these to Sen. 
Withers and Mr. Ellicott, saying that 
wasn't what they were coming to talk 
about; so the visitors missed out on 


one souvenir of the occasion. 

Council talked about 16 of the main 
issues in Norfolk's future government: 
sometimes forcefully, sometimes emo¬ 
tionally, sometimes in fine detail that 
some six visiting mainland journalists 
found quite boring. The entire session 
was cop ducked with a level of Courtesy 
and reason that the Australian Parlia¬ 
ment might envy. 

Cr. Blucher presented the Minister 
with individual solemn declarations 
signed by more than two-thirds of the 
Island's electors, expressing a land¬ 
slide of opposition to the Nimmo 
recommendations for changing the 
Island’s laws, benefits and tax sys¬ 
tems. He apologised for not having 
made them available to the Adminis¬ 
trator, but said the group that had 
carried out the work of giving resi¬ 
dents a chance to declare their be¬ 
liefs wanted the declarations given 
directly to the Minister. Sen. Withers 
said he had doubts about the weight 
he should put on them, but that he 
would accept Cr. Blucher’s analysis 
(which had been that the declarations 
were evidence of great majority sup¬ 
port for the Island’s own system of 
laws, benefits and taxes). 

The threeTiour session - (key quo- 
yf^kiiohs follow later in: this; article) 
left not the slightest doubt where 
Norfolk's elected representatives 
stand on the Nimmo Report or on the 
kind of government the Island needs. 
Sen, Withers later told The News/ 

•T could spend seven more days with 
Council and not learn anything new. " 
As the session ended, the Administra¬ 
tor suggested that no further meeting 
with Council seemed to be necessary. 
But the Minister said he would look at 
*he situation on Friday morning and 
decide then. 

a great Bounty Day 

Wednesday, Anniversary Day, was 
probably as close as the visitors got to 
holidaying. The weather was beauti¬ 
ful for the re-enactment of the Pit^ 
cairners’ landing, the ceremony at 
the Cenotaph, the march to the 
cemetery, and the picnic feast in¬ 
side the walls of the ruins at Kings¬ 
ton. Cr. Blucher welcoming the 
guests at the picnic, said people 
on Norfolk regarded the Island as a 


paradise. Sen. Withers said little 
more than that he hoped he was not 
seen as the serpent - and then it was 
into the roast pig, pilhis and a hun¬ 
dred other dishes. At the ball that 
night Cr. Blucher and his wife Joan 
won applause as the Island's best 
waltzers. It was as enjoyable a 
Bounty Day as could be imagined, 
with the organisers and scores of 
volunteer helpers winning the thanks 
of all Norfolk. 

And then Sen. Withers and the 
Attorney-General set out to form 
their own impressions of what the 
‘ people of the Island want, and what 
would be best for them. 

listening to the few 

There was widespread grumbling 
that Sen. Withers' appointments, 
af ternoon teas, dinners and home 
visits had been engineered to give 
him the fullest possible exposure to 
residents favouring the main Nimmo 
proposals, while many of the anti- 
Nimmo majority were unable to get 
a hearing. To be fair, the Minister 
is expert at sensing which way the 
wind blows, and would have recog¬ 
nised very quickly that an immense 
majority wants Norfolk left as much 
alone as possible. Recognising that, 
he probably spent his time well in 
listening carefully to the minority. . 
Being a pillar of Australia's Liberal 
Party, he would have had no diffi¬ 
culty in recognising the basic Labor 
party-line of the main Nimmo sup¬ 
porters. 

But while the Minister can be 
assumed to have read these facts 
accurately, some of the visiting press 
corps did not, and some badly distort¬ 
ed impressions were passed on to over¬ 
seas readers accounts . 

The line argued by the f4 ye most 
vocal Nimmo supporters ti a radical, 
ami-Norfolk line. ThiVfrfay reflect 
the fact that giree of them are New 
Zealanders, orie an Australian Labor- 
ite, and the only Islander of the five 
was for some years politically active 
in a Communist-dominated Australian 
union. Norfolk of course accepts all 
of them as individuals; people get 
marks here for having the courage of 
their convictions, whatever the con¬ 
victions may be. 

Perhaps because they knew they are 
so small a minority, with so little 
chance of getting their way in a demo¬ 
cratic process, the pro-Nimmo group 
went to extremes during the Minister’s 
visit. Norfolk Island’s reputation in 
Australia and New Zealand was tarnish¬ 
ed as a result. 

The most troubling example was a 
long newspaper article written by an 
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experienced journalist, Englishman 
Peter Deeley. he wrote it after one 
day on Norfolk, from "imormation" 
given him by Nimmo sympathisers 
who had been organised to meet him 
at the airport. A disgusting picture 
of Norfolk emerges in the article. 
Norfolk used to be a paradise, it says, 
but now the rich exploit the poor. A 
’true spirit of neighborliness" used to 
exist in byegone days - but it's van¬ 
ished now. Taylor’s Road is "known 
to locals as 'the dollar-hungry mile'” 
and is lined with shops selling jevell- 
ery, liquor and radios. Pitcairn de¬ 
scendants used to have an important 
place on the Island, but today there 
are only 223 people left with Pit¬ 
cairn connections. The Island is 
faction-riddled, and the people are 
split on its future. There are "by 
ofiicial counts" at least 10 million¬ 
aires who live here six months of the 
year to dodge taxes - but the less well- 
off people of Norfolk would willingly 
join Australia, so they could at least 
get a pension. 

While people on Norfolk know that 
all those statements are just outrag¬ 
eous rubbish, they appeared in the 
New Zealand Herald, the Melbourne 
Age and the Adelaide Advertiser. It 
is one thing for a little band of co- 
conspirators to gather together and 
steam each other up with such non¬ 
sense. It is quite another thing to 
see it published in respectable news¬ 
papers. It may promote the idea of 
terminating Norfolk's separate status. 

It does so by poisoning sympathy for 
Norfolk, and the article must be re¬ 
gretted even by those who stimulated 

it. 

solem declarations 
seen as "valueless" 

On Thursday in a press interview 
the Minister said he regarded the sol¬ 
emn declarations that had been given 
to him by Cr. Blucher on Tuesday as 
"totally completely and utterly value¬ 
less" His comment became the top 
news story on ABC radio that night 
and the next morning, and there was 
a stunned and angry reaction on the 
Island. The phone lines to the South 
Pacific hotel, where the Minister had 
set up an interviewing room, ran 
heavy with people wanting to make 
appointments to see him. 

Many of them were disappointed. 

A delegation from the Chamber of 
Commerce, unable to get an appoint¬ 
ment by phone, simply went to his 
room and asked personally to see him. 
The Minister received them. They 
>aid they fully supported Council's 
position. One of tne delegation said 
afterward that the Minister's comments 


seemed strongly in favour of the Aust¬ 
ralian take-over, and that when he 
found the Chamber people did not 
want to vary from Council's stand, 
asked if he could be excused to con¬ 
tinue other appointments. 

Strong comments were made to the 
Minister by many who did see him. 

One pro-Nimmo resident said he felt 
Norfolk's environment was the main 
issue, and that unless Australia took 
charge of the Island, the ecology aqd 
the Norfolk pines were doomed within 
three years. Another, a soft-spoken 
Pitcairner, said he felt self-reliance 
was essential to good character among 
Polynesians, and hoped that the Minis¬ 
ter would not be party to an act of 
genocide, which would result from 
bringing in welfare-state systems. 

"I reject that aethod" 

Council wanted a second meeting 
with the Minister, but on Friday he 
said it couldn't be fitted in. /Cr. 

Blucher then wrote an open letter that 
appeared in Saturday's "Norfolk Island¬ 
er". He said he regretted Sen. Withers' 
attitude toward the solemn declarations, 
but agreed that a secret vote would be 
more reliable. As Council's requests 
for a referendum had been refused, he 
said there were two alternative ways to 
decide what the people wanted. One 
was to rely on their elected represent¬ 
atives to speak for them. The other 
was to have a Royal Commissioner or 
Minister talk with people and then 
decide for them. 

Cr. Blucher said it was clear the 
Minister was attracted to the second 
of those methods. "I reject and pro¬ 
test against that method of deciding 
what the majority wants, " Cr. Blu- 
cher's letter said. "It is not an accept¬ 
able way for the beliefs of British sub¬ 
jects to be determined, on a matter 
that will deeply affect them for the 
rest of their lives. " 

He asked the Minister to return the 
solemn declarations. "If they have 
no other use, I believe they should be¬ 
come a permanent exhibit in Norfolk 
Island's museum, showing future gen¬ 
erations that in 1977 the people of the 
Island did their best to express their 
views to the Government, " said the 
letter. 

" You have said your only interest 
is to do what die people of Norfolk 
Island want, " the letter concluded. 

"You have said that the only real ex¬ 
pression goes through a ballot box, se¬ 
cretly. I ask you to honour those words. 
Will you as the Minister responsible for 
Norfolk Island, exercise the power vest¬ 
ed in you to call a secret referendum 
on the question?" 

Through the day Saturday there were 


more appointments, and some previous¬ 
ly-made appointments began to be 
cancelled - two of them at Councill¬ 
ors* homes. Many people continued 
ringing, hoping to see the Minister. 
Others made a point of staying close 
to the telephone, hoping for a favour¬ 
able answer to requests they had already 
made for an appointment. A number 
of these were furious, early the follow¬ 
ing week, to receive letters from the 
Administrator saying that Sen. Withers' 
secretary regretted that he had been 
unable to contact them to make arrange¬ 
ments for an appointment. 

Sunday morning, after church ser¬ 
vices, the official pajcty headed for 
the airport and the RAAF transport 
that had flown back to Norfolk to coll¬ 
ect them. The Minister met Cr. Blu¬ 
cher outside the terminal, and handed 
back the bundle of solemn declara¬ 
tions As to Cr. Blucher'^ public re¬ 
quest for a referendum, he said the 
Cabinet would need to decide that 
matter. 

The Ministerial and Attorney's 
staff members were first onto the air¬ 
craft, while the Withers and the Elli- 
cotts remained in the terminal saying 
goodbye to the Administrator, Coun¬ 
cillors and a few other residents. 

Shortly after the staff members had 
boarded the plane, put down their 
briefcases and dropped into their seats, 
one of the crew came to the door and 
chatted with the editor of The News 
for a minute. "I hear they gave the 
big man a pretty rough time, ’’ the 
RAAF man said. 

A few minutes later the Minister 
and the Attorney climbed the gang¬ 
way, and the party returned to the 
mainland. 

Here are quotes from some of the 
main points Council made during its 
only session with the Government visr 
itors: 

"There 1 11 be no rash" 

Sen. Withers: "... In spite of what 
some people have been trying to 
put into my mouth, I genuinely 
have not made up my mind oh any¬ 
thing - any of the recommendations 
of Sir John Nimmo - because you 
will recall that I gave an undertak¬ 
ing to the Council that before I 
came to any conclusions whatsoever 
I would come to Norfolk, speak to 
the Councillors in person, speak to 
as many Norfolk Islanders who wish¬ 
ed to speak to me, and after that 
date and only after that date would 
1 attempt to come to any conclusions. 

We're here to learn, we are not here 
to tell, we're not here to instruct, 
we're not here to order, we're here to 
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listen* we're here to learn by just 
what we do here* and following up¬ 
on that I'll be putting a submission 
to Cabinet sometime. 

"I can't tell you whether that will 
be in a month, three months or six 
months, but that's the whole purpose 
of this visit. 

"Should I feel, as a result of my 
stay here for five days, that I still 
haven't had sufficient time, well 
I'm not going to be rushed or hurr¬ 
ied into anything -- I'd rather put 
it off and come back again and 
spend some more time here, which 
may of course, Administrator, be 
a good excuse for just coming back 
every three months for five days for 
as long as the Prime Minister is 
prepared to put up with it. 

"I repeat, there's going to be no 
rush. I'm not going to be stampeded 
or bulldozed by anyone be they here 
or in Australia, or elsewhere, or 
whatever their interests are. 

"1 have a very simple interest, 
ever since I first came here as a Sen¬ 
ator some six or seven years ago, and 
my only interest is to do what the 
people of Norfolk Island want and 
what is best for them -- it's as sim¬ 
ple as that.,. 

why the Attorney cane 

The A ttorney-General, Mr. Ellicott, 
told Council why he had come along 
with Sen. Withers; 

"When he said he was coming to Nor¬ 
folk Island. I said; 'Well I'd like to 
go with you.' Apparently it was be¬ 
cause I'm a lawyer that he said I 
could come with him, but may I say 
that 1 wanted to come because, al¬ 
though I'd not been here before, 
in one way or another I had had 
some association with what you’ve 
been doing here in recent years 
whilst I was at the Bar, and I'd also 
had some desire to see Norfolk Island 
and more particularly to meet the 
people here. 

"Quite apart from that, it's a very 
important matter for the law officer 
of the Commonwealth to form his 
own view in relation to what happens 
to Norfolk Island. It's partly a consti¬ 
tutional question but it's basically a 
question of what is best, as Senator 
Withers has said, for the people of 
the Island, and I felt it was very 
difficult to make up your mind 
about this sort of matter unless you 
had, that personal association with 
the situation, and, quite frankly, 
that is why I came with Senator 
Withers. 

"I'll give him all the legal assis¬ 
tance he needs but I can assure you 


that I too will be very anxious to 
speak with you, to learn your points 
of view, to understand whatever it 
is that you agree with or disagree 
with in the Nimmo Report, and, in 
the course of that knowledge and 
with it as a background, come to 
my own view in relation to the 
matter so that that can be shared 
around the Cabinet table when Sen¬ 
ator Withers puts in his report... ** 

the three main errors 
In the Nlisao Report 

In his main opening statements, Cr. 
Blucher said he hoped that not too much 
time would be wasted, during the visit, 
on discussing the faults in the Nimmo 
Royal Commission Report, because there 
were positive plans Council wanted to 
talk about. But he said it was necessary 
to recall some of the Report’s errors. 

"I think it is a fair statement to 
say that many people on Norfolk Isl¬ 
and, myself included, were shocked 
by the Nimmo Report. We were 
shocked because the report is based 
on three main facts that in our op¬ 
inion are mistaken and because we 
believe the report's recommendations 
would not only damage Nonolk Isl¬ 
and seriously but would be absolute¬ 
ly unfair to our reasonable expecta¬ 
tions about our own future... 

"The first main error is that the 
report seems to regard Norfolk Island 
as if it were simply a bit of Common¬ 
wealth land which happens to be 
a thousand miles out in the Pacific. 
That is a totally mistaken view in 
our opinion Mr. Minister. Norfolk 
Island was made available by the 
British Government in 1856 as a new 
home for the Pitcairn people who 
are still by far its largest single popu¬ 
lation group. We have our own dis¬ 
tinct culture, history and blood lines. 

It is difficult for me to understand 
how the Royal Commission could 
have completely overlooked the ba¬ 
sic importance of these facts... 

"The second main error in the 
Nimmo Report is that it is heavily 
based on the mistaken assumption 
that Norfolk Island costs Australia 
$2^ million every year in necessary 
subsidies. The figure of $2^ million 
can be found in an Appendix in testi¬ 
mony given to the Royal Commission 
by Mr. L. W. Engeldow who was Sec¬ 
retary of the Department of the Capi¬ 
tal Territory, he was the senior pub¬ 
lic servant responsible for Norfolk 
Island at that time. The figure is an 
interesting one and the Appendix pro¬ 
vides useful information about Norfolk, 
but Mr. Engeldow, who presented the 
testimony personally, obviously in¬ 
cluded this information as having in¬ 


cidental importance. He placed it 
second last among the fourteen appen¬ 
dices to his submission. In his pri¬ 
mary testimony, he put no reliance 
on the figure of $2{ million --he 
said, and I quote; ' Is the Island fi¬ 
nancially self-supporting? The an¬ 
swer depends on your frame of refer¬ 
ence. The Australian Government pro¬ 
vides both substantial direct and in¬ 
direct assistance to the Island but resi¬ 
dents might well say this is over- 
Government not sought by the Island 
itself. It is a debate point and worth 
pursuing.'... 

"The report's third main error, as 
we see it, is that it was required to 
put the interests of Norfolk Island 
residents at the top of the list of the 
items to be taken into account and it 
did not do so. The report says we on 
Norfolk Island are divided and con¬ 
fused and aren't competent to know 
where our interest lies. It is an un¬ 
acceptable error that runs right through 
the report...- 

how do "Bainlanders'* 
fit Into the Island? 

Attorney-General Ellicott: "When 
you speak of the rights of the Pit¬ 
cairners, does that express an idea 
simply, or do you see it as a right 
which adheres to Pitcairners as dis¬ 
tinct from other people who live on 
Norfolk Island?... * 

Cr. Smith; "I would just like to 
point out one thing. We have had 
what we call the 'mainlanders' who 
have been here for many many 
years and these people have come 
into the community * they have 
taken our way of life and they speak 
our language arid they work in well 
with us here. As far as I'm concern¬ 
ed. we class them as part of our 
community. We have many of these 
people from Australia who have sett¬ 
led here, and -- well maybe some¬ 
time when you're going around the 
streets or somewhere during your 
visit you mirght meet some of these 
people and you will see that some 
have acquired our accent as one of 
our people. 

"We've had these settlers for years, 
we've accepted them, and they're 
p*rt of the community, and I think 
they've accepted Norfolk Island as 
distinct from Australia - they've 
forgotten their way of life over there - 
they've moved into our way of life 
here and they're part of the Island. 

"I just want to draw that point. 

A lot of Australians have always been 
living amongst us." 

Attorney General Ellicott; "Yes, 
that's what I wanted to know." 
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a system of living the 
rest of the world lost 

Cr. Blucher added to Cr. Smith's re¬ 
marks, with these comments on the 
Island's way of life: 

"Different people from different 
nationalities have accepted this part¬ 
icular way of life; they have said 
on a number of occasions, and tour¬ 
ists have said on a number of occa- J 
sionsjthat we have here on the Island 
a way of life and a system of living 
that the rest of the world have lost - 
they will never regain - but every¬ 
where else is trying to regain that 
particular way and it's one of those 
impossibilities of life. Things happ¬ 
en and might expand in different na¬ 
ture, but Norfolk Island itself has 
been behind the rest of the world in 
that particular cosmopolitan, exotic 
type of living -- it's a simple life, 
it's a unique life, we speak a diff¬ 
erent language, we accept people 
into our community as families. 

"You will find there is a system 
of complete self help around the 
Island. People will want to help. 

If you lived here, you would find 
on your doorstep a bag of potatoes, 


or a bunch of bananas or whatever, 
with no question of who it came 
from, and this is the style of life, 
the type of living that happens here 
and you have to experience it to 
know exactly what Cr. Quintal is 
trying to say, 

"We all feel this, we know this, 
and it's just part of the different 
way of life that we feel exists here 
on the Island." 

but are some deprived? 

Attorney General Ellicott: "An im¬ 
portant thing in my mind would be 
whether the way in which you are 
living leaves a group of people de¬ 
prived in any way, in need in any 
way. Are there substantial numbers 
of people on this Island who are in 
any way deprived in the sense of 
economically and otherwise deprived?* 
Cr. Blucher; Til mswer the ques¬ 
tion Mr. Attorney. No, there is not 
anyone deprived. 

"Sir John Nimmo in his findings 
in the Royal Commission found that 
there is no one who is deprived of 
any necessities of life. " 

Attorney General Ellicott; "What do 
you say though?" 


Cr. Blucher; "I would say that, no,, 
there is not. There is certainly no 
person who has been degraded in 
their life in any way --everyone 
is looked after. There is no pover¬ 
ty on the Island — wherever you 
look there is no poverty. 

"People, as I say, have a simple 
way of living - a simple life. 

"Monetary values are very small 
as far as they’re concerned. The big 
things in life are living and being 
happy and being part of a family 
community of living, and you will 
find that people do help each other, 
and I would say most emphatically, 
no, there is no sign of want or need 
on the Island in relation to what 
you see on the mainland. Now. 
l*ve lived in Australia for 20 years 
prior to coming back to the Island, 
and 1 have seen old people on the 
old age pension living in utter 
poverty - chasing the sun in parks, 
having to go back to their hovels 
at night time - going to the soup 
kitchen - this type of thing, and it 
appalls me to think that one day, 

God torbid, one day we will ever be 
like that. 

"I would say, no, we have no form 
of poverty or degradation here on the 
Island." 



electronic 


FOR ALL MAGNETIC SOUND STRIPE FILMS AND 
SYNCHRONISED COMPACT CASSETTE TAPES 

The Norimat Electronic is a unique Super 8mm 
Sound Projector featuring dual sound systems — 
synchronised cassette tape and magnetic stripe 
reproduction for "sound-on-film" materials. 


The fully integrated cassette tape mechanism also records on 
two tracks for sound-on-sound and multi-mixing of background 
music, sound effects, commentary and synchronised sound from 
magnetic stripe film. Automatic fading and sound modulation 
with manual over-ride. Frequency response from 40 to 12,500 
Hz. built-in 8 ohm speaker and 4 watt amplifier. Tone compen¬ 
sated volume control. Sockets for extension speaker and 
headphones. Inputs for microphone, tape, radio and record 
player. Synchronised rewind of tape cassette and film. 26 tran- 
sisters. 18 diodes and 2 integrated circuits. Projector has auto¬ 
film-loading from reel to reel, running speeds 18 and 24 f.p.s. 
Accepts 600ft (180m) reels. Supplied with 15 to 30mm zoom 
lens and 12v lOOw dichroic quartz halogen lamp. 



C AMERA Lt N ES 

THE ISLAND'S ONLY COMPLETE PHOTOGRAPHIC STORE 
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Sen. Withers talks about the declarations... 
referenda...how the decision will be nde..* 
tax haven...uncertainty In Burnt Pine shops 


iHjemeM 


SEN. R. G. WITHERS was able to fit 
an interview witft the editor of The 
News into his hard-pressed schedule 
during his visit to the Island. 

Sen. Withers, said he did not mind 
having the interview recorded, and 
what follows is a number of seg¬ 
ments from the tape. . : 

The morning before, the editor 
had said to the Minister at the pier 
at Kingston that he seemed to have 
been misquoted in a radio broad¬ 
cast. The interview began with a 
discussion of that point. 

what the people want 

Interviewer: "1 was mistaken in 
what I said to you on the pier about 
your being misquoted. I was mis- 
remerabering and I went back to the 
tape. What you said was - f My only 
interest is to do what the people of 
Norfolk Island want and what is best 
for them.'" 

Sen. Withers: " Yes. " 

Int: H I would think that.. .If in your 
heart of hearts you mean that I would 
like to use it and make something of 
it. H 

Sen. Withers: "I think I also said 
that that was the aim of Nimmo, the 
Council, me and everybody; that we 
all had the same objective; we may 
differ as to methology/* 

Int: *1 think if I were in your shoes 
I would wish a little bit that I hadn’t 
said that because it’s a little bit 
broad, it seems to me. Is there 
some similar statement or some re* 
phrasing that you would be happier 
with?” 

Sen. Withers: *T don't think the 
people here are going to go through 
my words with a fine tooth comb - 
I think that what is most likely left 
is an impression. 

"If I’d had time to think about it 
I might have drawn it up very care¬ 
fully in legalese so I'd have 5, 000 
escape routes and enough qualifica¬ 
tions, exceptions and all the rest of 
it, which tends to be meaningless in 
the long run. 

"But --no, I don’t think there is 
anything wrong with it in the broad. 
The whole problem is to determine 
either of them. That’s your roost 
difficult problem — how do you de¬ 
termine what the people of Norfolk 
Island want - and that means just 
not catering for majorities but re¬ 
specting what minorities want. I’m 


a great believer that whilst majorit¬ 
ies have certain rights so have minor¬ 
ities and they must be respected. 

One group can’t trample on another. 
It's very difficult to determine all 
these things, even in a community 
of 8, 900, 1, 000 adults. It’s not 
that easy. And that's what I’m ba¬ 
sically here for. 

"I’Ve had four hours with the Coun¬ 
cil - I’ve had written communica¬ 
tions from them. 

"The Council's views are quite 
well known. If I spent another seven 
days with Council, I would learn 
nothing new from what they’ve al¬ 
ready said - and they've said very 
effectively, and very properly. 

That’s what they're there for - to 
put the views. 

"But I also just wanted to talk to 
a range of other people like yourself, 
John Anderson, different ones who 
may wish to put a supporting view, 
a contrary view, a view which adds 
to or subtracts from. 

"Without doubt, no matter who 
you talk to here, they all have a 
great love for the island... the whole 
bit. ... 

*f "As they see it, without putting 
i it too harshly, they say ’look, if 
you’d only do this, that’s how you'll 
achieve what you want*. - The 
problem is not everybody says the 
same thing. 

My problem is. with the help of 
my colleague Ellicott, to eventually 
come to a conclusion. ” 

soleon declarations 

Int: "One of the problems I face 
running a newspaper is to try to find 
out what people want. I’m satisfied 
in my own genuine belief that a 
fair number of people on Norfolk 
don't comprehend either way what's 
involved. They have no political 
experience - they grew up without 
any knowledge of politics and no 
need to understand it, no need to 
understand what government is. I 
don’t know how many such people 
there are but there are a certain 
number. 

"Of the.ones that have some gen¬ 
uine proclivity one way or another, 
I'm convinced, really, that all but 
a very small number of people would 
like the island to be able to, as near¬ 
ly as it can, run it s own affairs as 
long as it doesn't displease Australia 


and Australia isn't being damaged in 
the process. 

"I’m inclined to put a great deal 
of faith in those signed declarations. 

I think that’s the closest thing I’ve 
seen to a fair vote. ” 

Sen. Withers: "You know, if a Trade 
Union Secretary tried that in Aust¬ 
ralia, he’d be criticized from one 
end of the country to the other. 

"Any person who attempts to issue 
something which not only had a 
number on it which you were ex¬ 
pected to sign and which you were 
asked to.. .maybe it’s different here 
... but I think it would be laughed 
at from one end of the country to 
the other. 

"Maybe secret ballots have been 
so endemic in us for 70, 80, 90 years 
that one just can’t conceive an at¬ 
tempt. Now even Mr. Gallup when 
he goes round and conducts his poll - 
his favourite question- if a Federal 
election were held on Saturday how 
would you vote - he gives a piece 
of paper to the person being polled, 
and the person ticks Liberal, Labour, 
Country Party, whatever it might be, 
and puts it in a sealed box. 

"It’s not for me to criticize Nor¬ 
folk Island customs maybe that's 
the method of doing it here. 

"I think I’m bound to say that, 
putting my own Australian exper¬ 
ience of it, I hope people haven’t 
worked too hard or spent too much 
money on it because I would regard 
it as totally, completely and utterly 
valueless." 

Int: "Would you’." 

Sen. Withers: "Yes." 

Int: "Seriously?" 

Sen. Withers: "As serious as that. 
The same as I do with petitions. 

I’ve been in politics long enough to 
know that if you put three tables 
along - yes, no and maybe - and a 
thousand people walked past, 900 
would sign each of the three. 

"I believe the only real expression 
goes through a ballot box, secretly, 
where people have had the issues 
for and against propounded. No, 
as much as people might laugh at 
elections, a lot of which of course 
are mumbo-jumbo, a lot of money 
wasted and energy misplaced -- but 
at least after a political campaign 
one hopes that the issues put by the 
opponents of each side are clearly 
understood and the elector goes away 
in the quietness and privacy of his 
polling booth and says 1, 2, 3. " 
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referendum 

Int: "So far as I know, you as Min¬ 
ister haven't said, no, it isn't prac¬ 
tical or sensible to have a referen¬ 
dum on this question on Norfolk. 

Your Department has said that... " 
Sen. Withers: M Well, 1 don't think 
I've said anything. I'm very well 
aware there's an old old saying of 
Mr. Speaker Cameron's that what a 
referendum is is an appeal from those 
who know to those who don't know. 
We've just been through a referen¬ 
dum in Australia - our 42nd in 77 
years, and 1 must say I've been 
through a few referendums since 
1946. 1 don't think that's necessar¬ 
ily the best way - it's the proper way, 
as we use in Australia, to amend a 
Constitution. But as a method of 
sampling opinion... Fancy me con¬ 
ducting a referendum in Australia - 
do you want to pay income tax? 

"It depends so much on the ques¬ 
tion asked. This is the 10th referen¬ 
dum I've been mixed up in in 
years -- the ones we've just run I've 
been very closely connected with, 
either the yes case or the no case, 

.and one of the most important 
things is the question posed. It real¬ 
ly is. 


"You couldn't run a referendum 
here and pose a question 'are you in 
favour of the Nimmo report?' because 
really the Council --if you could 

run everything of the Nimmo report 
through a computer you'd basically 
find the Council agrees with about 
907c of it. They differ in detail 
over it but they accepted 50 out of 
74 anyhow. If one wished to be 
mathematical and say you've accept¬ 
ed 50 out of 74, you've adopted most 
of die report, or the greater percen¬ 
tage of it. And then on the balance 
of the questions you argue as to the 
powers, as to when examination will 
take place, but most of the other 
items -- apart from the two that 
stand out, taxation and social ser¬ 
vices -- most of the rest of the items, 
they either want additions or subtrac¬ 
tions. Basically you can't put that 
question. " 

Int: "I think there are four that are 
locked together, that are inseparable: 
tax, social services, Australian laws 
uniformly applying, and representa¬ 
tion in the Parliament. I don't think 
you can have one of those without 
pulling the other three along." 

Sen. Withers: "Oh well -- I don't 

A 

think the position is you either have 
them or you don't have them; be¬ 
cause, who knows, why can't there be 


variations? 

"My colleague the Attorney, he 
put a variation on representation, 
which I don*t think Council had ever 
really considered or thought through - 
that came out fairly clearly from the 
outset. There are other variations of 
representation -- nothing is very ab¬ 
solute in life, a politician soon leams 
it's "the art of the possible". And 
therefore it's not accepted or reject¬ 
ed. There may be other acceptable 
ways of achieving the same thing but 
doing it differently." 

Department decided? 

Int: "I felt that a great many people 
on the island took tremendous reassur¬ 
ance from your saying so explicitly 
that you genuinely had not made up 
your mind about it. " 

Sen. Withers: "No, I haven't. 1 
still haven't." 

Int: "Yes. I don't question that for 
a moment and I found it very re¬ 
assuring to hear you say that. There 
is a conviction on the island that 
your Department have made up their 
minds and have very firm views. I 
can recite you what the belief is of 
the Department's views and I think 
it's a reliable recitation. The De¬ 
partment says diis is still a tax haven 



From the fertile earth, the bounteous sea and the traditions of Polynesia 
Tahitian fish.. .fish in coconut milk... banana, pumpkin and kumera 
pilhi... taro... fresh green beans.. . com on the cob.. .baked 
pumpkin and kumera... roast pork in lemon juice.. .Island- 
style pot roast.. . baked chicken. .. guava, banana and 
passionfruit pies — as well as other fav¬ 
orite, familiar dishes in you prefer... 
prepared by an Islander who loves 
Norfolk and its food -- in a small 
restaurant with a beautiful view 
across the valley to Mt. Pitt 



FOR THE FULLEST ENJOYMENT OF YOUR HOLIDAY YOU MUST JOIN US FOR A TRUE NORFOLK-STYLE MEAL AT . 

ELVA YAGER’S VALLEY VIEW RESTAURANT 

NORFOLK'S ONLY FULL-TIME RESTAURANT SPECIALISING IN THE TAHITIAN/PIT CAIRN/NORFOLK CUISINE 



Open every night, dinner $4 except for the famous 
Island Baked Dinner on Thursdays ($8) and a family 
smorgasbord-plus-a-film Wednesdays and Sun¬ 
days ($5). Also serving luncheon, $2, from 
12.30 to 1.45 Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays. : - 

JUST A MINUTE'S WALK 
UP NEW CASCADE ROAD 
FROM THE POST OFFICE 

TO BE CERTAIN OF A TABLE, PLEASE 
TELEPHONE 2185 COMFORTABLY IN 
ADVANCE AND WE WILL MAKE A RESERVATION 
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and we’ve got to stamp the thing 
out. There were ten companies form¬ 
ed last week. There was $80 million 
went through this island last year. 

We have got to smash this thing once 
and for all. There aren't that many 
Pitcairners, arid it isn't that import¬ 
ant an element, really. Really, 
there's no intrinsic difference between 
Norfolk Island and a country town in 
Australia. ” 

Sen. Withers: H I grew up in one, 
and lived in one, until recently, all 
my life!" 

Int: "And it's that set of views that 
leads the Department people, to the 
best of my reasonably informed be¬ 
lief, to say, 'Look, this thing has 
got to go through, that's all there is 
about it. 

"Here we are in a position where 
you, the Minister, have not made 
up your mind and are going to form 
your own impressions and are going 
to listen to advice. You're getting 
advice from at least two quarters, 
one from your Department and one 
up from the Norfolk Island Council. 

M I feel we lose in that contest. 

1 feel that your Department has a 
rigid, formed view. ” 

Cabinet decides 

Sen* Withers: "It's not just my De¬ 
partment that's looking at the report. 
It’s an Inter-Departmental Committee 
on which the Attorney is represented, 
certainly the Treasury, there are a- 
bout four or five departments on it -- 
I couldn't even tell you who they 
are. 

"It's not a Departmental view -- 
it’s an Inter-Departmental Commit¬ 
tees' -- as it affects a range of De¬ 
partments, the Nimmo Report, there's 
a range of Departments sitting in a 
committee situation, going through 
it. I don't even know what stage 
they're at. I think that by about 
this stage they must be damn near 
ready to get some finality." 

Int* "When Mr. O'Leary came back 
from the initial meeting of that Com¬ 
mittee, to which he was invited, he 
jave an account of it to Council, 
speaking from notes that he had made; 
and he said two or three very signifi- 
:ant things; one was that the Chair¬ 
man of the 1. D. C. said that the 
!.D.C. was not to re-sift the evidence 
given to the Commission — it was not 
jo be a mini-Royal Commission. I 
ipoke to the Administrator on the 
>hone the next day and I said, 'If I 
mderstood what you were saying 
:orrectly, the I.D.C. has no judg¬ 
mental function. Is that right?' He 
aid, fes, that's right. It's not to 
udge, it's to figure out how the thing 


can be implemented. 

"Now, the difficulty for people on 
Norfolk Island of locating where the 
judgmental process is going to occur 
is something that's very worrying. " 
Sen. Withers: "That's Cabinet - not 
the bureaucracy. Cabinet puts judg¬ 
ments on Minister's recommendations. 
After all, the submission that goes to 
Cabinet is my submission, not the 
Department's. The Department 
might prepare it at my direction, 
but if that doesn't reflect me, I've 
failed as a Minister. I think that's 
my attitude about any submission. 

I think there's no secrets in this, oc-* 
casionally a Minister will say, 'My 
Department disagrees with me - but 
I think the Departments wrong; this 
is the right attitude. '* 

dialogue with Dept.? 

Int: "Assuming that the reading we 
get on the Department's views is cor¬ 
rect, and if it is opposite to Council’s 
views, is there any way it could be 
arranged for Council and some De¬ 
partmental people to talk in a frank, 
straightforward way, and have the 
Department say, 'Look, we don't 
think that will work because of this, 
or you're overlooking that' — is there 
some way there could be dialogue 
between the two? 

Sen. Withers: "I'll have to think 
about that." 

Int: "We have a fear that they, in 
closed offices in Canberra, have 
arrived at a view, and we don't even 
know who 'they' are or exactly what 
'their' views are, except we've got 
pretty good reason to believe that 
they're firm and that they say the 
Nimmo Report has got to go in. I 
think it’s perfectly possible that if 
conversation were straightforward, 
the Council might be able to be 
made aware by Departmental people 
of some things Council doesn't know 
about right now, or some views that 
Council hasn't taken into account. I 
think it's perfectly possible that with 
some conversation the Department 
and the Council might well come to 
something very close to a similar 
view as to what's best for the island. 

'Tm convinced that the Council 
doesn't want to be silly, doesn't want 
to be foolish, doesn't want to have 
every birthday cake in the world to 
eat all for itself; they love the island, 
they want to protect it, they want to 
do the right thing by it, and if the 
Department has sound views, then 
we're unaware of them. I wish there 
was some way... ” 

Sen. Withers; "Well, I'll have to 
think about that." 


tax haven 

Question; "Is it your impression 
that there's still a tax haven of signifi¬ 
cance here?" 

Sen. Withers: "Aah... No, I thought 
it was virtually closed up in 72/73. 
That is the situation. The income tax 
haven has gone. There may be a 
haven for death duties. A stamp duty 
haven perhaps. A place where docu¬ 
ments can be properly executed. " 

uncertainty In shops 

Int* "There is a problem that the 
Council raised, about uncertainty 
caused by not knowing whether there's 
going to be taxation on the island, 
whether the report's going to come 
in, and what's going to happen to 
tourism. I think this is beginning to 
damage the island. The duty-free 
shops in Burnt Pine work, it seems to 
me, on about a six months' cycle, 
ordering something from Japan, say, 
and by the time it comes out by boat 
and by the time they get it on the 
shelves it works out at about six 
months. One shop hasn't got any 
coming on the next ships because 
they are uncertain and they don't 
know what is going to happen. If 
that happens to two or three fearful . 
traders, and their stocks begin to run 
down, the shopping district becomes 
less attractive and it begins to hurt the 
island a little bit. " 

Sen. Withers: "That's the continual 
dilemmawe're in. 1 got Nimmo's 
report in November/December and I 
said to the Island Council, 'Would 
you please let me have your views by 
end of February' and they said 'Give 
us a go - that's not enough time'. 

So I extended it and I said, 'Before 
I make up my mind I want to see 
you*. Maybe if I'd had their views 
in January I'd have made it here at 
Easter and we may have made up our 
minds. But everybody's wanted time 
to talk about various things. I think 
they've just got to be prepared to 
put up with it for another month or 
so. ’* 

Int: "I didn't mean to appeal for 
haste. If the right decision takes for¬ 
ever, I think the island can wait 
forever. I don’t think a wrong de¬ 
cision is worth saving time for." 

Sen. Withers: "I think most busi¬ 
ness men are optimists anyhow. I 
think any businessman here would 
know that if we made a decision to¬ 
morrow, I don't know when it would 
effective from -- I suppose we could 
make it effective from tomorrow -- 
I think they'll buy." 
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HANDBOOK 


for JULY 


^ what’s on 

► where to find it 

► best shopping 
^ Island map 

► Norfolk calendar 


^ opening & closing t imes 
^ airline schedules 
^ radio programmes 

► shipping information 

k mcm 

r —and the NORFOLK 



























































































































RQUDS 

(Norfolk Island) Limited 


PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 

OMEGA watches 

T IS SOT watches 
LAN CO watches 

ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 
ROUDS ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 

Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 




ALL 


ROUDS 


DIAMOND RUBY - SAPPHIRE • EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING' 

AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 



ROUDS 



SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMiAKES 


SHOP AT 

ROUDS 








PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must* 1 . 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenits 

Continue along Taylor’s road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


CHURCHES 

METHODIST 

Sunday school 10am; services at 
11am and 7. 30pm. Pitcairn praise 
service last Sunday of month. 

Rev. Harold J. Gorrell 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
All Saints (Kingston) 10. 30am Sun¬ 
days (Communion 1st Sun. in month) 
St. Barnabas Chapel evening prayer 
service 7. 30pm Sun. Sunday school 
(Pitcairn Hall) 9.15am. Rev. Colin 
Berriman. 


SEVENTH-DA Y ADVENTIST 
Sabbath school 9.45am Sat., service 
it 11.15am, Youth service 2.30pm. 
Pastor Laurence Gilmore. 


CATHOLIC 

Masses Sunday at 8am and 9.30am, 
and daily at 5. 30pm. Fr. Des Scanlon. 


HOURS 


POST OFFICE: Open from 9. 00 am 
to 12. 30 pm and again from 1.15 
to 5. 00 pm Monday through Friday. 

Mail closing times vary with air¬ 
craft departure times. 

TELEPHONES ; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New/Cascade Road 10am - 8pm 
Mon-Fri; 10am-6pm Sat; 10-12 and 
3-6pm Sun. Sydney calls $3.75 for 
3 minutes; Auckland calls $4,68 for 
3 minutes. 

TELEGRAMS; Open 9am-6pm Mon- 
I*ri; 9am-2.30pm Sat; 9am-2pm Sun. 
Charge 50 a word to Australia or NZ. 
BOND STORE ; (at Kingston) 10am- 
12. 00 and l-4pm Mon-Fri. A bond 
store branch at the airport is open for 
plane arrivals and departures seven 
days a week, for passengers only. 
DOCTOR; (at N.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2 092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I. Hospital).' 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2 092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 

2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. ~~ 

BANKS; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 
to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 1-4. 

STAMPS; At P. O. or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
N.I. stamps, see Amy Bathie at De 
DeChesne’s, across from the Trading Post. 
ADMINISTRATION : Offices open 
iO-12 and 12.45-4. 00 Mon-Fri. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 

generally 9am-12. 30, and 2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING; Trading 
Post7.30-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- - 
7pm Sun; Burns Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8,3ftpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat, 

EAST-WEST/AIR N. Z, ; Burnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays, 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8. 30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-l. 30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you’re out of luck. 


THE 

DOCUMENTS 

FOR 120 YEARS people on Norfolk 
searched for "the document" proving 
that Queen Victoria and England did 
promise Norfolk to the Pitcairners. 

At last the mystery has been solved: 
there is not one document, but a group 
that has to be read together -- all in 
official archives. 

Here are the eleven key ones, repro¬ 
duced as they appear in official files 
in England and Australia. All in a con¬ 
venient 16-page leaflet, to be read 
and treasured by everyone who cares 
about the Island. 

On sale at Burns Philp, Jensen’s and 
the Trading Post at $1. Airmailed to 
Australia, send $1 to Box 94, N.I. - 
to N. Z., send $1.40. 





































jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 



diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 





s 

from the Baltic 


Sea 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



Taylor’s Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 


NOW ON DISPLAY -- AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 




© COPYRIGHT 1977- by Ed Howard 


IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TC 


MumFWEm ■MBmsmwMt 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 



"•'TRADING POST 


"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 

nDrkl 7 mvo 7 on n ( Exce pt Sundays, when we get fezy and are open 

Ui LN i UnlM ““ f •wU CuB lO 5# pffl only from 9 am to 7 pm -- sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and ’heat-n-serve* items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes.. .wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars.. .bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers;...tinopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists* requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you*ve forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 





o 

People who wear an Omega know why. 


*»?&££ 




Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 






One of the finest manual turntables ever made. 
Sansui’s SR-717 



Sansui has engineered this direct-drive 
transcription turntable with particular 
attention to three key qualities: precision, 
stability and durability. When it comes to 
performance, vibrations you can’t hear 
can, indeed, be extremely harmful to 
faithful reproduction of musical timbre 
and nuances'. The Sansui SR-717 protects 
you from all motor vibration by driving 
the high-inertia platter directly with a DC 


servomotor with its own solid-state elec¬ 
tronic control system. The S-shaped 
tonearm with friction-free Sansui support 
reduces all tracing distortion. And the no¬ 
howl cabinet does away with resonance. 
Sansui uses superhardened steel alloy 
and other advanced materials throughout 
to ensure impressive performance over 
long use. When you listen to a record on 
the Sansui SR-717, all you will hear is 
what is on the record, not under it. 



Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 







The Norfolk Island 

SUN MON TUE WED 


HISTORIC NORFOLK EVENTS IN JULY 

July 1 st, 1839 - There was a mutiny among the 80th Regi¬ 
ment soliders stationed at Norfolk’s penal settlement. 

July 1st, 1914 - The Norfolk Island Act 1913 came into 
effect. Norfolk, which had been a separate and distinct 
British Colony since 1856, was thus accepted by Australia 
as a Territory of the Commonwealth. 

July 15th, 1850 - Tervara, the last survivor of the mutin¬ 


eers and Tahitians who had settled on Pitcairn Island in 
the '’Bounty”, died on Pitcairn aged about 75. 

July 24^ 1793 - The schooner ’Francis", the first sailing 
ship built in Australia, was launched for a Sydney-to- 
Norfolk Island service. 

September 25th, 1828 - English laws in force on this date 
still apply on Norfolk Island unless replaced by new laws. 
September 26th, 1788 :-The ship "Supply" arrived at 
Norfolk on its second visit to the colony. 



Sunrise 7.12 
Sunset 5.31 


Sunrise 7.12 

rr 

Sunrise 7.12 


Sunrise 

7.11 

Sunset 5 . 32 

O 

Sunset 5.32 

6 

Sunset 

5.33 



•Church services 
•Film, sm’b’dfVVT.30) 
■Film (MRT 8 . GO) 


■housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT 8 . 00 ) 


■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT 8 .00) 
■C’dants Din (G) 


■ Film, sm’b'd (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Norfolk Island Council 
meeting (A 2.15) 



Sunrise 7.11 
Sunset 5 . 34 



Sunrise 7.10 
Sunset 5.35 



Sunrise 7.10 
Sunset 5.36 



Sunrise 7.10 
Sunset 5 36 


■Church services 
■Film, sm*b*d(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT 8 . 00 ) 


■Housie (LC) 

■ Film (Nik) 

■ Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT 8 . 00 ) 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open nigh 1 (Nik) 
■Film (MRT 8 . 00 ) 
■C’dants Din (G) 


■Film, sm’b’d (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 



Sunrise 7 .09 
Sunset 5.38 


*| Sunrise 7 . qq 

■ VT Sunset 5 . 38 



Sunrise 7.08 
Sunset 5.39 


Sunrise 7.07 
dCl Sunset 5.39 


■Church services 
•film, sm*b’d(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT 8 . Oo) 


■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT 8 . 0 O; 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT 8 . 00 ) 
■C’dants Din (G) 


■ Film, sm’b’d (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
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Sunrise 7 . 05 
Sunset 5.42 


Sunrise 7.05 
Sunset 5.42 


Sunrise 7.04 Sunrise 7.04 

Sunset 5.43 g Sunset 5.44 


■Church services 
■Film, sm’b'd (VV7.30) 
■ film (MRT 8 . 00 ) 



■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm'b’d (SP) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 


■ Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT 8 . 00 ) 
■C’dants Din (G) 


■Film, sm’b’d (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 










CALENDAR — 


THUR 


FR'„ SAT 

I /jMSunrise 7,12 Sunrise 

Sunset 31 "■ Sunset 


■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■ SDA service 
■Hoiisie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 



Sunrise 7 * 1 * 
Sunset 5 -33 


■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm’b'd (SP) 

■ Film (RSL8. 00) 

■ Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 



Sunrise 

Sunset 


7.11 

5.34 


■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■ Film (MRT8.00) 


Sunrise 7 ♦ 10 
Sunset 5.37 

■housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 

■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 


^ Sunrise 7 • 07 
■ Sunset 5 .40 

■Housie (LC) 

■Sm’b’d (SP) 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 

■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 


^ K? Sunrise 
I Sunset 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


Sunrise 7 • 06 
Aim Sunset 6 * 4 ^ 

■ Film (RSL8.00) 

■Open night (Pds) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 




Sunrise 711 
Sunset 5.34 


■ SDA service 

■ housie (RSL8v00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 



Sunrise 7 • 09 
Sunset 5.37 


■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


IFilm (MRT8. 00) 

# 

'^ 00 ^ 


OO Sunrise 706 
mm* V? Sunse t 41 


•SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8.00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


IFilm (MRT8.00) 


# 


LOCATIONS 

A -Admin. Bldg. 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BF -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison RestVt 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -Hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
Ph -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSL Club 
Scl -School 
SDA -7th Day Adv. hall 
SP -South Pacific Hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon’s Water 
VV -Valley View RestVt 
YC -Youth Centre 


O Sunrise 
Sunset 


7.03 

5.44 


Sunrise 7 • 03 Sunrise 7 • 03 

Sunset 5.45 Sunset 5- 45 


■Housie (LC) 

■ Sm’b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 


•Film (RSL8. 00) 
•Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


•SDA service 
■House (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
•Film (MRT8. 00) 



Compact size. 


MINOLTA 
POCKET AUTOPAK 270 


MINOLTA 

POCKET AUTOPAK 450E 




World's most compact pocket 
cameras using No. 110 film cartridge 
with built-in strobe 
One touch built-in strobe pops out for 
fine flash pictures 

Easy focusing by slide control with 
zone symbols and built-in macro 
lens for the 450E 


The Minolta 
110 Zoom SIR. 

Big zoom! 


Pocket-size, lightweight cameras with 
fool-proof exposure control using No. 110 
film cartridge. (Model 250 has automatic 
electronic exposure control; Model 270 
features programmed automatic 
electronic exposure control). 

Genuine all-glass Rokkor lens with 5 zone 
focusing on the 250 and 270 models. ' 
The 270 has built-in close-up capability. 

Bright, cJear, information-center 
viewfinder that gives all information 
needed for fine pictures. 



The world’s first SLR using No.110 film 
cartridge with automatic exposure 
control 

Compact and lightweight pocket type 
camera with SLR versatility 

2X zoom capability with Rokkor lens 
and built-in close-up lens 
Automatic control with stepless 
shutter speed from 1/1000 sec. to full 
10 sec., for accurate exposure, ±2 EV 
exposure compensation 


CAMERALINES 


THE ISLAND'S ONLY COMPLETE 


PHOTOGRAPHIC STORE 



BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island’s leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here’s 
what they told us: 

Casa Kui: "Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts from China, because 
of our long-standing direct con¬ 
nections there. " 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 
Cameralines: "The Kodak instant- 
print EK-6 camera for only $75; and 
a complete sound movie outfit, witn 
Argus camera and Norris sound pro¬ 
jector, only $400. ” 

Pacific Hire Cars: "We'e just reduced 
the price of the Casiotron RUB digi¬ 
tal watches to $59. 95. In Sydney 
they’re advertised at $114. " 


CASIO. ... REMINGTON 
CASA KUI. . . INTER NA¬ 
TIONAL DUTY-FREE. . 
THE TRADING POST. . 
NORFOLK TRADER. . . 
MILTONS.. .CAMERA¬ 
LINES. . . PROUD’S. . . 


Proud’s : "Omega watches". 
International Duty-Free :Torches, 
the famous Ever-ready brand, priced 
as low as 490; and duty-free records 
and cassettes - a big range of latest 
international releases now available. * 1 2 3 4 * * * * * * 11 
Norfolk Trader; "Bio-Loo chemical 

toilet, suit Burnt Pine, $840. " 

Miltons; "The Canon AE-1 camera 
for $326. 50 as against rec. Austra¬ 
lian retail of $610; Crown portable 
3-in-l, no NZ duty, $159. 95. " 

The Trading Post : "We have same- 
day Australian and New Zealand news¬ 
papers, five evenings a week, planes 
permitting." 


BCB 

NORFOLK 

WORD 

BSB 

S 


Across 

2. Legislator 
5. Forfeit 
7. Representat¬ 
ive Assembly 
10. Devoured 
12. Investigation 

16. Shade 

17. Pelted 

18. Pasture 

19. Electorate 


Down 

1. Choose 

2. Fishing net 

3. Levy 

4. Poll 

6. Parliamentarian 

8. Profit 

9. Not me 

11. Extremity 

12. Smart 

13. Average 

14. Island 

15. Rise above 



PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 



Back issues - variety of sets 

DeCHESNE'S STORE - Hospital Corner 

Note - DeChesne’s is also stockist of 


back issues of the No rfolk Island News 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


SAVE $$$ AND HELP N. I; 


With ocean freight costing a 
whopping $90 per cubic metre, 
imported soft drinks cost you a 
lot for every bubble. Then you 
chuck the bottle. Result: Norfolk 
messy, you poorer. 

We make terrific soft drinks at 
our own sparkling plant in Cas¬ 
cade Rd. We re-use bottles. We 
refund for any you don’t use. 
Drive down and select your own 
mix (soda squash, pineapple, 
creaming soda, lemonade, rasp¬ 
berry, lime, orange, cola, gin¬ 
ger beer, dry ginger ale, soda, 
tonic & bitter lemon tonic) for 
$3.60-case of 24 lOoz bots., or 
$4.20-case of 12 24oz bots. Re¬ 
sult; happy holiday for you with 
a nice fizzy always at hand, a 
tidier Norfolk, good ecology, 

& extra money saved for you. 

CASCADE 


S O F T D RINK S 
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Braun the world’s best sellingfoil 
shavers. (Witha3yearguarantee) 

Braun invent the slim shaver. 

Over twenty years ago Braun pioneered the shaving system 
that became Europe’s and the world’s best selling foil shavers. 

Now with typical West German technology they’ve 
developed the ultimate in design, function and precision. 

The new Braun Synchron Plus. 

New super thin foil shaves skin-close. 

The less between you and the blades — the closer the shave. 

The Synchron Plus foil was made wafer thin to shave skin- 
close and designed with a 
unique pattern of slots and 
holes to trap every whisker. 

Super thin to get skin 
close — and then platinum 
coated for sensitive skins. 

Super slim head. 

Super slim to make it easier to get at the difficult places. 

Dual Voltage 120-240 AC for world wide use. 

Even the on/off switch does something else. 

One click further and it switches on the long hair trimmer. 

Braun Synchron Plus. 

One of the range of Braun shavers 
available from major 
department stores and 
electrical retailers. 





The 


*AH mains operated Braun shavers 
are guaranteed for three years. 


DEE 


BEE 


Norfolk Trader 






NORFOLK 

RADIO 

MONDAY . 

9.15 My Music 

10. 05 Down Memory Lane 

10. 45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Concert Half-Hour 

12. 05 Book Reviews 
4-6. 30 Shut Down 

6.30 Rowdy’s Roundup 

7.30 BBC Rock Line 

8. 00 News, C&W show 
8. 45 Top Pops/9. 00 news 
9.15 Naked Vicar show 
10. 00 Live .Concert 
TUESDAY 

9.15 Melody Time 

10. 05 Music fromShows & 

10. 45 Morning Serfal 

11. 00 Notes from the past 

11.30 Glen Miller Sound 

12. 05 Ticker, tape& phone 

1.15 Methodist Program 
4-7.00 shut down 

7. 00 Sentimental Journey 

(jazz program) 

7.30 Bits & Pieces 

8. 00 Many-a-Slip 


TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 


ABC NEWS REPORTS AT 7.30, 8,00, 8.30, 12.30, 1.00, 2.00, 2, 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES AT 7.40, 8.40, 10.00, 


9. 00 Band Call 

10. 30 Close 

WEDNESDAY 

9.15 How the West was sung 

10. 05 Another Part of 

the Wood 

10.45 Morning Serial/ 
Hospital Prog. 

12.05 World Affairs 

2. 00 (First Wed. of Mth. 
only) N.I. Council 
Meeting 

6. 00 Pick of the Week 
Prog, includes Com- 
films e< ty» Drama . Book 
Reviews 
THURSDAY 

9.15 Magazine of Arts 
U.< 5 Lucky Jim 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Requests 
12.05 World Affairs 

Program 

1.15 S. D. A. program 


4-7.15 shut down 

7.15 Topics from 

Holland 

7.30 (First Thurs. in 
Mth. Council Re- 
broadcast) 

8. 00 Just a Minute 

9. 00 Britain ’77 

FRIDAY 

9.15 Comedy Show 

10. 05 BBC Rock Line 

(music) 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Musical Hits from 

Germ any/Nether lands 

12. 05 Science//Sports 

1.15 Church of Eng. Prog. 
4-7. 00 Shut Down 

7.00 Programme Surround¬ 
ed by Fine Music 

10.15 Close 


30. 3.00, 3.30, 8.30 
12.00, 1.05 
SATURDAY 

10. 00 Mainly Pop 
10. 30 Radio Aust. News 

10.45 Top of Pops 

11.30 Overdrive 

12.00 Local news, requests 
1.00 Young Mood - includes 
Top Ten, dedications 

3. 00 Sports relay from 

Radio Australia 

6. 05 How the West was sung 

6.30 Comedy 

7. 00 Movin’ Music 
8.00 Drama 

9. 00 Variety Show 

10. 00 Close 
SUNDAY 

4. 00 Sunday Comix 

5. 00 Vibes to Do It By 
7.00 Sunday Radio - 

drama, music, etc. 


FLIGHTS 

SYDNEY 

AUCKLAND 

# 

RE-CONFIRM 

EAST-WEST AIRLINES 

AIR NEW ZEALAND 

24 HRS AHEAD 

• 

CHECK WITH THE 
AIRLINE FOR DE¬ 
LAYS OR LATE 
CHANGES; 

Arrives Sundays, Wednes¬ 
days, Fridays and Mon. 31st 
at 2.15pm 

Departs Mondays, Thurs¬ 
days and Saturdays at 10am 

Arrives 10.30 am, departs 

12.15pm Sundays, Wed¬ 
nesdays, Fridays and Sat¬ 
urdays except Sat 9th 

EAST-WEST 2195 

AIR NZ 2195 

N.I.A, 2328 

EXCEPTIONS: Fri 15th and 
Sun 17th, arrive 1.30pm 

Sat 16th and Mon 18th, 


• 

depart 11.30am. 




BRISBANE 

AND LORD HOWE ISLAND 

NORFOLK ISLAND AIRLINES 


Monday 

De£. 

8.30 

Arr^ 

Tuesday 

' 

- 

Wednesday 

- 

2,30* 

Thursday 

8.30* 

5.15 

Friday 

8.30 

5.15 

Saturday 

8.30 

5. 30* 

Sunday 

8.30* 

5.15 

•indicates call 

at Lord Howe Is 






J 


elegant norfolk island handcrafts 

NORFOLK ISLAND PAINTINGS. . .WEAVINGS. .. LOVELY IMPORTED 
VENETIAN GLASS...AND OTHER BEAUTIFUL THINGS TO HELP 
YOU RECALL YOUR ISLAND HOLIDAY WITH ADDED PLEASURE 


ONE OF THE FIRST SHOPS ON YOUR RIGHT APPROACHING BURNT PINE FROM THE SOUTHEAST 




























IN 1907 MARIA BAILEY MARRIED DICK HEAPS AND ON HIS RETIREMENT HE 
BUILT THE ISLAND HOME OF "HILLCREST" FROM TIMBERS BOUGHT 
, FROM THE MELANESIAN MISSION AND THE CONVICT-HEWN STONES 

FROM THE RUINS AT KINGSTON AND MADE A FINE ISLAND HOME. 


IN 1977 


IT IS STILL POSSIBLE TO ENJOY THE RELAXING AND HOMELY 
ATMOSPHERE OF AN EARLY ISLAND HOUSE BY DINING AT -- 


Maria Heaps Restaurant 

NEXT TO THE HILLCREST HOTEL, TAYLOR’S ROAD - BETWIXT BURN PINE & KINGSTON 



WHERE YOU CAN DINE SIX DAYS IN A WEEK AND EACH TIME BE OFFERED 
A DIFFERENT SELECTION OF ISLAND, PACIFIC OR INTERNATIONAL DISHES 


THE A LA CARTE MENU CHANGES DAILY 

Phone 2255 -- Open daily from 7 p.m. except Thursday - - Restaurant bar opens 6 p.m. 

LIGHT HOT AND COLD LUNCHES - DAILY FROM N00N-1.30P.M. 



MISSION ROAD 



NORFOLK ISLAND’S 
SPECIALISTS FOR 
FILMS & EQUIPMENT 


EIKI 

NEW & SECOND-HAND 

16 mm SOUND 

Projector Sales & Service 

COMPREHENSIVE RANGE 
OF SPARES IN STOCK 


LARGE RANGE OF 

FEATURE 

FILMS 

IN OUR LIBRARY 

FOR HIRE 


ROY SMITH 

PROPRIETOR 

CONTACT US FOR YOUR PROJECTOR a FILM REQUIREMENT 



THE IDEAL GIFT FOR THE IDEAL WAY TO STAY IN 

A FRIEND WHO LIKES NORFOLK TOUCH WITH THE ISLAND 

AFTER YOUR HOLIDAY 



SENT BY AIRMAIL EVERY MONTH: AUSTRALIA $10p.a./N.Z. $A20 p.a. 
Published by Ed Howard/Box 94/ Norfolk Island 2899/Subscriptions shortened if postage rises again 

















SAME-DAY NEWSPAPERS 
late In the day Wed 
-Thurs-frl-Sat-Sun 



PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

at the 

TRADING 

POST 


ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC.+ ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC + A 
+ 

CQ 
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O (OPPOSITE SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL) 
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for 


A. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE 

Inspection 

C,® vG© Welcomed I 

o* 



Point'll Shoot' 
OnlybyVivitai. 


From the beginning, the Vivitar narrie has been a 
FROM $39. mark of highest quality. 

In photographic lenses. Filters. And electronic 
flash equipment. 

In fact, there are probably more Vivitar lenses and 
flash equipment being sold today for precision 
cameras than any other name. 

And now, you’ll find the same Vivitar quality and 
commitment to excellence built into every 
Point’n Shoot camera. 


MILTONS N D(^FREE C CENTRE E 
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The Sei ko Quartz Collection encompasses 
a wide and exciting scope of quartz watches 
for men and women. Quartz guaranteed 
accurate to within one second per month. 
Ultra-thin quartz. Pedate Quartz. Digital 
quartz watches with liquid crystal for continu¬ 
ous readout to the second, and no buttons 
to push. Even a digital quartz chronograph. 

It's what you'd expect of Seiko. 


Seiko sold the world's first quartz 
wristwatch.And Seiko even makes every part 
of every watch (except for the battery) to 
ensure impeccable quality control and a 
superb product. Whatever Seiko Quartz 
model youselect, you get more than just a 
technologically advanced timepiece.You get 
the watch that's changing the world's 
standard of accuracy. Seiko Quartz $a 



Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 







The Hoodwinking of Uncle Cornish 


AT THE ORDER OF GOVERNOR SIR HARRY RAWSON, THE 
ISLANDERS LIVING AT KINGSTON IN 1908 HAD TO SIGN 
OVER ALL CLAIM TO THEIR HOUSES, OR BE THROWN 
OUT* UNCLE CORNISH QUINTAL WENT TO SYDNEY TO 


PROVE THAT THE HOUSES HAD BEEN GIVEN TO THE OR¬ 
IGINAL PITCAIRN SETTLERS -- BUT THE GOVERNOR 
BLUFFED HIM, IN A SHOCKING TWIST OF TRUTH. THE 
ASTONISHING STORY IS TOLD HERE FOR THE FIRST TIME* 


AFTER HAVING BEEN a separate 
and distinct British Colony for 58 
years, Norfolk Island became a Terri¬ 
tory of the Commonwealth of Aust¬ 
ralia in 1914. 

For almost 18 years before the 
change finally took effect, people 
on the Island objected and resisted. 
They petitioned the King, made 
sworn statements of their understand¬ 
ing of Norfolk's legal position, and 
tried their best to present facts and 
reasoning that would allow them to 
remain a Crown Colony. 

Outwardly, the British Colonial 
Office and the New South Wales 
Governors who were responsible for 
Norfolk Island maintained an even- 
handed position, declaring again 
and again that the historic rights of 
the Pitcairn settlers were without 
foundation. 

But private correspondence and 
reports within the Government of 
those days - now available for pub¬ 
lic scrutiny - tell a shockingly diff¬ 
erent story. 

Among the Islanders* main ob¬ 
jectives were to keep Norfolk as 
free as possible from outside direc¬ 
tion of its affairs, and to assert the 
reality of the promises that had 
been made to the Pitcairners when 
England moved them to Norfolk in 
1856. 

Among the Government's main 
objectives were to maintain control 
over much of the land of the Island, 
and to defend whatever actions had 
been taken by earlier Government 
authorities. 

In the early years of this century 
three questions of control flared in¬ 
to prominence: the proposal to 
annex Norfolk to Australia, the im¬ 
position of outside regulation on 
petty local matters, and the owner¬ 
ship of the old stone houses at Kings¬ 
ton. 

"owing to the estab¬ 
lishment of a cable.." 

There were many arguments and 
reasons given for annexing Norfolk 
to Australia. A principle one was 
seldom mentioned publicly, but in 
a private report of Mr. W. Houston, 
the Sydney-based Deputy Administra- 
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tor for Norfolk Island Affairs, it was 
put plainly: 

"Owing to the establishment of a 
Cable Station on its shores, M Mr. 
Houston recorded On December 17 th, 
1902, "it has, from being an almost 
forgotten geographical expression, 
come to be a position of importance 
and of possible strategic value; the 
security of which must be provided 
for. 

"This fact alone seems to consti¬ 
tute an important factor in the con¬ 
sideration of any form of annexa¬ 
tion. 

The issue of outside regulation, 
in the early 1900s, was most hotly 
contested in a dispute about licens¬ 
ing dogs. It sounds ridiculous but 
the Islanders regarded it as a last 
straw in the process by which they 
lost their power of self-government, 
and dug their heels in. 

they threw the Dog 
Act under the table 

The Governor, Sir Harry Raw son, 
responded to complaints of loose- 
running dogs on Norfolk by requiring 
them to be licensed, with an annual 
fee of one shilling and sixpence. 

There were apparently not actually 
many problems with dogs, and the 
Council of Elders decided they didn't 
like the idea of licensing. 

Governor Sir Harry Rawson actually 
wrote to the Secretary of State for 
Colonies about it; 

"In 1902 shortly after my assump¬ 
tion of office 1 discovered that the 
Elders adopted an extraordinary atti¬ 
tude in regard to the administration 
of Acts authorised by some of my pre¬ 
decessors. 

"For instance an Act dealing with 
the Registration of Dogs was thrown 
by the Elders under the table and no 
notice taken of it.... I warned the El¬ 
ders that the Act must be enforced. 

"They (the Elders) in their attempt 
to defy my authority resigned with 
the exception of one, and as the 
affairs of the Island were in anything 
but a satisfactory condition I person¬ 
ally paid a visit to the Island in 1903 
and accepted the resignation of the 
Elders; gave them a new Constitution 
(which I am glad to say has worked 
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exceedingly well); and at the same 
time I impressed upon them that I 
would have my orders obeyed; that 
I would send a Commissioner to in* 
quire into the case of those Islanders 
who were illegally on Crown Lands; 
that the question of the ownership of 
the Islanders to the houses and land 
belonging to the Crown was closed 
and would not under any circumstan¬ 
ces be reopened; that descendants of 
original Pitcairners down to grand¬ 
children would remain rent free - be¬ 
yond them rent would be charged. 

"To enforce the rights of the Crown 
and to give the people legal rights 
to the use of the houses, I directed 
that licenses should be issued.. .A 
few only of the Islanders objected to 
my decision in this matter till some 
agitator sent a Petition to His Majes¬ 
ty... " 

The Islanders believed that they 
had been promised the Kingston 
Houses by the British Government 
in 1856. They lived in them undis¬ 
turbed for some 50 years. When Gov¬ 
ernor Rawson claimed that the houses' 
were the property of the Crown, and 
that the families occupying them 
had to acknowledge this and sign li¬ 
censes, they were appalled* 

Governor "Rawson decided that he 
had to take extreme action; and did. 
People who would not sign licenses 
were to be evicted, bodily. 

A contemporary description of the 
situation appeared in the Sydney 
Morning Herald on April 29th, 1907: 


LOOKING APTEB POSTERITY. 

THB FOURTH GENERATION’S INTERESTS. 

LEGAL PROCESSES DEFffeh 
Thoro h&3 been considerable unreel lately 
with regard to the bouses in town, and the 
cnurae the Government intended to pursue 
with reference thereto. The occupants still 
cling to the idea that the houses were origi¬ 
nally given to them, and will not sign the 
licence proffered by the Government, which 
secure* them In possession free until the 
end Of the third generation, and after that 
the premises can be leased at a nominal 
runt, the only condition being to keep the- 
houses in r« pair. The Chief Magistrate has 
done everything ,in his power to smooth 
matters, but as yet none have signed, and 
the situation has become acute. Notices were - 
served on two of the occupants giving them 
48 hours elthor to elgn or give up possession, 
but as they would neither sign nor give up 
possession the Chief Magistrate and the po¬ 
lice, on the expiry of the notice, proceeded 
to enforce tho law. At the first tu use the 
lady fainted, and could not be removed, so 
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in this ca*o proceedings bad to be suspended. | 
At tbe next house the man bad locked him- . 
toll in and refuted to give admittance* so' 
tbe police effected an entry by tbe b&ek door.: 
At this stage, at tbe urgent request of a depu¬ 
tation, the Chief Magistrate, subject to tba) 
approval of tbe Governor, consented to stay 4 
proceedings until tho arrival of the next/ 
steamer, as an important communication wasj 
expected from England by that mail, and! 
matters are now In suspense. A big crowd! 
bad assembled, principally women, on tbe o?4 
cation, and the sopae was very painfuL .&« 

- . .— - i -. -, --'■ 

Early in 1908, the temporary delay 
in evicting people came to an end. 

One of the Quintal family described 
what happened in a letter, part of 
which read: 

T am writing you with a very sore 
heart. Thursday and Friday last we 
witness the most cruel and saddest 
thing that ever we witness in our lives 
as a community. Women and child¬ 
ren turned out of their houses on the 
street without a hearing to their claims. 

If some of the people only stand out 
with me instead of backing the magis¬ 
trate in carrying out his orders, we 
would stop their proceedings until 
‘ we get a hearing. The women-folks, 
some crying, some giving the length 
of their tongue, whilst some of the 
occupiers going out of their minds. 

Some been carried away on stret¬ 
chers (Mrs. Bataille). Tabor’s 
girls (two of them) went out of their 
mind, and still they are turned out, 
and allowed to remain because they 
are not fit to be shifted. None of 
these people have signed, except 
Mrs. Hunt (Christian), I believe un¬ 
der protest. I believe eight famil¬ 
ies are turned Out of their homes. 

Mrs. Bataille, George Evans, Mrs. 
Jemima Christian, Gregory Quintal, 

Carol Adams (Philip McCoy is allow¬ 
ed to remain on account of his old 
age), Mrs. Fairfax Quintal and Dri¬ 
ver’s family. Miss Eveline Buffett 
has signed when they first started 
die racket. Mrs. Henry Quintal, at 
the pier, is turned out. Old Johnny, 
at the pier, is allowed, like Philip, 
to stay on account of old age ... 

I hope God will yet raise up some¬ 
one who will move for us in this 
matter, for we are shamefully treat¬ 
ed by the Governor, who send down 
and give the magistrate instructions 
not to hear us in our claims, but if 
the people refuse to sign he is to 
take possession of the Crown prop¬ 
erty. But you have seen the many 
despatches which we hold as proof 
that these houses, as well as die 
land, is given to us. You also see 
the affidavies of the magistrates 
who were magistrates before we 
left Pitcairn’s Island and magistra¬ 
tes after we landed here; all we hold 
as proofs that these things were given 
to the people. M 


The Rev. Sydney H. Npbbs-Rawdon, 
a son of George Hunn Nobbs who be¬ 
came the Vicar of Pagham, near 
Bognor, England, had supported the 
Islanders* cause for some years, and 
had put the case for their ownership 
of virtually all of Norfolk Island to 
the Secretary of State for Colonies. 

When the evictions actually 
occurred, Rev, Nobbs-Rawdon com¬ 
plained to the Secretary of State, 
who cabled Governor Rawson to learn 
what was happening. On January 
21st the Governor cabled back: 

"In reply to your telegram of yes¬ 
terday’s date Raw don's statements 
have been dealt with, no truth in 
any of them. No hardship of any 
sort inflicted but Crown rights to 
land and buildings must be upheld. 

No descendant of original Pitcairn 
Islanders down to grandchildren has 
been charged rent or evicted. After 
grandchildren lease will be given at 
option for nominal rent. To arrive 
at a final settlement of the question 
of the inhabitants of Norfolk Island 
claiming that the Crown has no rights 
this action has been taken. See my 
former despatches. Despatch follows 
by mail dealing with matter. Rawson. " 

a private and confi¬ 
dential despatch 

The Governor’s despatch, a long 
one supported with another lengthy 
report from Mr. Houston, the Depu¬ 
ty Administrator, was sent on Janu¬ 
ary 21st, 1908,. One week later the 
Governor sent a "Private and con¬ 
fidential” letter to the Secretary of 
State. Here are parts of it: 

"It is very difficult to deal with 
one o t two of the agitators without 
proceeding to extreme measures. So 
far I have been able to do so, but it 
is only with the support of the Secre¬ 
tary of State that these constant at¬ 
tempts to claim Crown Rights will be 
stbpped. 

The Secretary of State may rely 
that no injustice will be done by me, 
but it is absolutely necessary for the 
good government of the Island, and 
in the interests of the Islanders them¬ 
selves, that an end should be put to 
the disquieting influences of a few 
persons who, having nothing to lose 
themselves, are fomenting discontent 
amongst the simpler sort of people. 

"Until the people understand that 
the Crown Rights will be upheld, 
these petitions will continue to be 
sent to His Majesty and the proper 
administration of affairs will be im¬ 
peded. 

"Should you approve of my pro¬ 


ceedings in these matters" (i.e. the 
evictions - ed.) "it would greatly 
facilitate administration if you would 
telegraph to that affect on receipt of 
this letter." 

an urgent cable: 
trouble on Norfolk 

Governor Rawson's private letter 
was received by the Secretary of 
State on March 3rd, 1908. Seven 
days later came a telegram from the 
Governor: 

"Reverend Nobbs Raw don has tele¬ 
graphed to Norfolk Island advising 
diem to sign no leases causing much 
trouble. Request cable approving ac¬ 
tion taken by me. Rawson. " 

And the Secretary of State obliged 
at once, with a cable in code, which 
when deciphered read: 

"Your telegram of 10 March Nor¬ 
folk Island petition is being submit¬ 
ted for H. M,s instructions in the ord¬ 
inary course. In the meantime I 
approve your proceedings. Elgin. " 

C. P. Lucas, one of the senior 
men in the Secretary of State’s office, 
wrote Gov. Rawson a confidential 
letter three days later. "His Majes¬ 
ty is now at Biarritz, " he said, "and 
the petition has been sent to him with 
an expression of Lord Elgin's view 
that it should not be entertained. " 

********** 

In these tense circumstances, with 
the Islanders outraged by the evictions 
and with Governor Sir Harry Rawson 
determined to hold his position, 67- 
year-old Cornelius Quintal, one of 
the original settlers from Pitcairn, 
decided to go to Sydney and see the 
Governor. 

"Uncle Cornish" had somehow - 
it must have been extremely diffi¬ 
cult - been able to find one of the 
most important of the historic docu¬ 
ments that showed how Norfolk Island 
was promised to the people of Pit¬ 
cairn. 

(For readers who have not examin¬ 
ed recent issue of The News, a con¬ 
densed mention of the five main docu¬ 
ments will be necessary. (1) Sir Will¬ 
iam Denison, Governor of N.S.W., 
had been authorised by the Secretary 
of State tq take responsibility for the 
manner and conditions of the move 
of the Pitcairn community to Norfolk. 
Gov. Denison informed the Secretary 
(2) that he felt the Pitcairners should 
govern themselves with nominal 
supervision, and should be given vir¬ 
tually all Norfolk land. He sent a ship, 
the Morayshire, to Pitcairn, with Act- 
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ing Lt. G. W. Gregorie as his agent 
for the voyage. Denison instructed 
Gregorie to divide all of Norfolk Isl¬ 
and among the Pitcairners, save for 
about 700 acres and the large public 
buildings that were not needed for 
residences. (3) Queen Victoria in 
Council made an order creating Nor¬ 
folk as a separate colony and making 
Denison its Governor, with power to 
make laws and grant land; the order 
was subject to (4) instructions saying 
that the Governor was to make laws 
and grant land as the Pitcairners want¬ 
ed it done, preserving their tradition¬ 
al self-government. Denison had 
sent complete copies of his plans for 
the move, including his letter of in¬ 
structions to Gregorie, to the Secre¬ 
tary of State, who (5) informed him 
after the move that his plans, as orig¬ 
inally set out, were exactly what the 
British Government had wanted. Cop¬ 
ies of all these documents exist in 
Government records. 

(The Islanders knew from their 
parents and grandparents what the 
British Government had promised, 
and whenever the outside Governor 
of Norf dk interfered in their self- 
government they protested. But 
they were never able to present a 
full set of the documents that show¬ 
ed what the promise - and the inten¬ 
tion - had been.) 

Uncle Cornish sets 
sail for Sydney 

Uncle Cornish was able to lay hands 
on copies of various documents, includ¬ 
ing Denison's instructions to Lt. Gre- 1 
gorie, Convinced that England had 
promised all but 700-odd acres of 
Norfolk to the Pitcairners, and that 
Gregorie's instructions contained the 
promise (which indeed it does), he 
bought a ticket on the steamer to Syd¬ 
ney and set out to see Governor Raw- 
son. 

A Rev. James Wollnough, of the 
Sydney suburb of Petersham and a 
great supporter of the Norfolk Island¬ 
ers, accompanied Uncle Cornish to 
see the Governor. A couple of weeks 
before Uncle Cornish reached Sydney, 
Rev. Woolnough was summoned to see 
the Governor, and the Sydney Morning 
Herald described the situation on June 
17th, 1908., The article said in part 
as follows: 

"'The;Governor, * said Mr, Woolnough 
yesterday, 'all through the interview 
manifested the most kindly spirit and 
interest in the welfare of these people.' 

. U When they landed on the island 
fifst, the Pitcairn people were inform -' 
ed that the British Government bestow¬ 


ed the island and all its contents upon 
them as their future home. Mr. Wool¬ 
nough explains that his Excellency 
stated these to have been unauthorised 
assurances; and that as soon as they 
became known to. the British Govern¬ 
ment they were countermanded and 
the proper statement made of the in¬ 
tentions of the British Government in 
relation thereto. That is the point in 
contention. M 

Now let the newspaper accounts of 
the day take up the story. 


N0KF0LK ISLAND, / 
S-M'H -•- 2% 6‘0<5- 

DELEGATE ARRIVES. 

Mr. Cormwalls Quinta], of Norfolk Inland, 
arrived in Sydney by Messrs. Burns, Philos 
steamer Tam bo yesterday. Ho bring* with 
him a mass of papers to support the raae 
which the islander* set up—tliut the island 
was given to them by the representative of 
Queen Victoria when first they landed upon It, 
Mr. Quintal’s mission, and the matters which 
havo not yet been Bellied, were fully set out 
in tho “Herald” of June 17, 13, and 10. It is 
enough to say bore that the Colonial Office, 
which govern* Norfolk Island, objocts to the 
cluim of the Islanders on tho ground that 
the promise, was withdrawn as soon as the 
homo Government knew that It had been made. 
Some of tho Islanders were recently asked to 
sign a document acknowledging them solves 
tenants of the Government, and lt seems that 
some of those who would not do this were 
evicted. Tho Governor of New South Wales 
Is ex-officio Governor of Norfolk Island, and 
Mr. Quintal is to Interview Sir Harry Rawson 
probably on Monduy next, aud lay his papers 
before him. 


Governor Rawson made a point 
of seeing Uncle Cornish almost at 
once. On July 1st the Herald ran 
this account of the meeting: 

NORFOLK ISLAND TAVEK& 


LAID BEFORE GOVERNOR** 

KEPT APART FROM AUSTRALIA. 

Mr. “Cornwalls” Quiutal, who has brought, 
from Norfolk Island n number of papers 
(lu support of tbu plea of tho evicted islanders 
that their houses were given them by Queen' 
Victoria wIhu they were brought to the island 
In laid them before tho Governor yes¬ 

terday.; Mr. Qulutul is a grandson of one of 
the IIvcl Bounty mutineers, from whom five of 
the Norfolk Jalaad families are descended. 
Those five were Christian, Young, Adam, 
M Coy, and Matthew Quintal. Tho mu’lneers 
reached. Pitcalrtf Island in 1738, and the first 
ship to call there was a whaler in l‘*08. lu 
about lo" island* rs—Mix .^“Ourn walla” 
Quintal was 15 at the lime—woru'itf;*• light to 
Norfolk inland. youie tim e or four. iamillcH 
afterwards went back to Pitcairn. There 
are now about 800 people cu Norfolk Island. 
Including the descendants of throe outsiders— 
Mr. Nobbs, the liiai- pa^or; Mr. Pullet, a 
schoolmaster; uml a Mi*. TJTvtiasi^; 

UN DISTURBED EXPERIMENT. 

Mr. Quintal said yesterday that ho laid tho 
papers bolore tho Governor. ft wl 1 ! 
be noticed that what* is cleurl/ insisted 
ou all thruugu‘'Td'l^at the islnud la to bu 
kept for the Pitcalrn af 4tbbide, and.Q^ustrulUui 
setUomotu is not to d.sturb^UivVlfxpcrfiueht. 
Ttm most important dospatph ta from Governor 
Denison to Sir*GuQfcg£ Grey—sent when Uis 


island was being settled. It withdraws a 
suggestion to send an officer to “regulate 
the allotment of land to the families, ’ etc., 
ns “Urn islanders themselves havo placed a 
magistrate in authority” who could do it. He 
says he has directed Mr. Gregorie, with the 
exceptiou of a few reserves for public pur¬ 
poses, “to divide the whole island Detween 
the newcomers; and my object in so doing is 
to check any attompt which might be made 
on tho part of the inhabitants of ihe Aus¬ 
tralian colonics to establish themselves on 
tho island. it ts essential the land should 
be transferred to tho newcomers in such a 
manner as to givo them a right to deal with 
it as their own,” Legislative interference 
from colonial Governments should be kept 
out. Instructions were given to Lieutenant 
Gregorio to set aside a little public laud and 
globe. “The remainder . . . should. f 
think, be banded over to the different heftds 
of families, according, to some scale agreed 
upon between yourself and flier- hfag Infra to; the 
object being to check Inhabitants ot adjoin¬ 
ing colonies, etc.” 

Tho islanders claim that’ this was 
done, and that the town r-^.orve was 
not a Govprnnient reserve, but secured 
their houses to them. Mr. Quinta! asked 
tho Governor if he would furnish them with 
papers showing that the arrangements made 
by Lieutcimnf. Gregorie were over retracted. 
Tho islanders, ho flays,> never heard of the 
withdrawal of any offer till it was mentioned 
to him whi n he arrived the other day In fiyd* 
n«\v. It.is .true that TftOO acres were ; luli?.*u lu 
lSu*! for the .MelaU 'sian Mission. Protests ytere 
made when that laud had to he given up In let¬ 
ters to Admiral Moresby, a friend of the is¬ 
landers; and ho wrote:—“The leaders of the 
community have thought'ft better'to mmcuinb 
0| word of Us;ly' necessity for 1 t'he .weak and 
helpless) than to run the ri.:k of having 20 or 
30 IndlHcriininatn summons thrown upon 
'them.” lie speaks of ‘Vnorihous spatial fun.” 
I “dishonour to the Crown," “her Atruowy’s gra- 
I cloiijj. gift will appear to havb been forgol- 
, ten;” Ife sayk;* However, the land was given, 
though it Ktill rankles. 

LOIU) BEAUCHAMP’S PROMISE. 

T.ftStly, Mr. Quintal says that Earl Be.iu- 
eliatup, visiting llie island, promised to send a 
Judge to hear both sides anvl rnnk.i n jusl'set¬ 
tlement. After a delay Mr. Oliver w«a neat. 
He was asked In court:—“Do you coup.* to set¬ 
tle tho dispute about the houses?” Ho replied: 
—“I am sorry to tell you I did think I was 
coming here as Earl Beaucnump promised you. 
but at the last moment, on leaving the boat, 
tho Governdr's secretary handed me a letter: 
and I find I am hero with certain Instruct Ions, 
and not as tho Governor promised you. I com© 
with my hands tied.” Tho Judge’s report has 
(boon withhold from tbs islanders, 
j- OpLY .INQUIRY ASKED. 

asked tho Governor yesterday 
gfcfe Inquiry should be reopened, and the 
poo# would pledge themselves to abide by 
i the result. They have possessed their houses 
i undisturbed for 16 years, 
j Mr. Quintal and Rev. J. Woolnough were with 
| the Governor for an hour and u half. Sir* 
Harry Rawson, they staled, was thoroughly 
posted in every dulall, and had on the table, 
tiie above documen ts. He told Mr. Quiutal * 
that Within a few days be would give him 
very f|ill answers ou every point ruised, uml if 
accessary a further interview. His Excel. 
Icncy obviously wished to allay ull anxiety; 
but h# laid it down with the utmost decision 
that the disputed house property unquestion¬ 
ably bqlouged to tho Grown; aud tho only oh-. 
Jcot was to have those rights recognised. 
That U where the matter now lies. A fur¬ 
ther Interview may take place on Friday or 
Tuesday. - -. 


Governor Rawson considered what 
Uncle Cornish had said, and looked 
at the documents he had brought 
from Norfolk. Two of the key docu¬ 
ments - the 1856 Order in Council 
and the instructions that accompanied 
the Order «> were missing. 

• Governor Rawson had taken the 
position that even though Denison 


he NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / July 1977 


31 




















and Grcgorlc had made promises to 
the Pitcairners, these promises had 
been "countermanded" as soon as the 
British Government learned of them. 
This wouldbe a rather delicate mat¬ 
ter to prove, mainly because it was 
not true* The British Government 
did not countermand Denison's and 
Gregorie's actions when word of them 
reached London: die Secretary of 
State in fact had written to Denison, 
after studying his plans, "C entirely 
approve of those proceedings, and 
have to express to you my satisfac¬ 
tion at the manner in which you have 
carried out the wishes of Her Majes¬ 
ty's Government,,." > 

How to make Uncle Cornish and 
Rev, Woolnougb believe that the 
promises had been countermanded? 
Governor Rawson studied the possi¬ 
bilities, and decided pn a plan. He 
summoned Uncle Cornish and Rev. 
Woolnougb back and italked with 
them. Here is the "Herald's" account 
of die meeting, and a letter Rev. Wool- 
nough wrote, with further details, that 
appeared three days later: 

| NORFOLK ISLAND, 

r 'tyer£j t TO TEE 00 

SIR H. RAWSON REPLIES. 


Sir Ilarrjr Rmwisoo, as Governor or Norfolk 
Island, yesterday gave his answer to Mr. Cor. 
nolle# Quintal (grandson of tho Bounty mu¬ 
tineer), who had e.mno from Norfolk Islam! 
to Hlitto Ilio claim of lh«» evicted Julanders to 
tlielr house*. Ills Excellency showed Mr. 
Quintal and Rev. J. Wontnough, who accom¬ 
panied him, an Order In Gouneil of 1856, which 
apparently they had novor soon before. When 
tho Islanders were first shipped from Pitcairn 
Island to Norfolk Island, they were al lotted 
their land and houses by Lieutenant Grcgorlc. 
As soon as news of this reached England an 
Order in Council was immediately issued dis¬ 
owning what Gregorio had done, and making 
the islanders tenants of the Crown. This was 
the order which tho Governor showed to Mr. 
Quintal. He told the deputation that Its ap¬ 
plication and tho whole of tho documents 
had been forwarded to the law officers of the 
1 Grown in Now South Wales; and should any¬ 
thing dovolop from this reference It would be 
referred to the authorities at home. 

His Excellency assured the imputation that 
ho was trying to do the very best for the is¬ 
landers. Tho case Is that tlio' Government 
maintains Its. right to the lands. But the 
householders have only to sign a license form 
and they ora assured of their houses free of 
rent till the third generation. After that they 
: might have to pay a nominal rent. 

■ Mr. Quintal may possibly return to.Norfolk 
Island on board of 1I.M.S. Powerful, sailing 
on Saturday. 


oil, dated 1850,•‘•which, apparently, tho depu¬ 
tation lma not previously seen."’ This state¬ 
ment confirms iho first complaint which iho 
hdanilont lmv%* mndr for many yours, namely, 
that important onaKmoutu affecting their iu- 
jj.orctsis had Leon punned ami had boon witlt- 
: hold from them. ll/cro is one of tho best-ia- 
foruied »uon on Norfolk Island seeing for tho 
first time a document which is fifty-two years 
old,,ami the islanders feel certain that there 
nm^t. he other similar .documents with which 
they have never been made acquainted. 

In Iho second sentence of the report of the 
interview tho statement Is made that when 
l.h'iMoi'unt Gregorios report of bis work veni 
to Knr.luud it was at onco annulled by this 
Order In CaunriL . Wc had no tirao on Tues¬ 
day <o road lHo full text of that Order, but 
his Excellency was good' enough to read one 
paragraph and part, of another. In both of 
these portions distinct reference wnsmudo to 
an authority given to somebody to issue grants 
to the now settlors. I havo pointed out in 
th«* stau inont of the case which I prepared 
for the Cro&niuw olficvrs that such authority 
was vamitlnl to the completion of Gregorio’s 
work'; and not ttf Supersede it. Gregorio's 
rccoinmoudatioa was that fifty-acre blocks bo 
secured to the settlers by free grants. Doubt¬ 
less, under the authority contained in this 
Order in Council, these documentary titles 
were Issued, so that in this particular, as to 
the urea and tho freshness of the grant, 
Gregorio's recommendation has been observed, 
from 1M5C until free grants Were finally 
abolished in quit.© recent years, tho only vari¬ 
ations being fh the reduction of the area from 
fifty to twenty-five acres, and eventually to 
twelve and a half (12i>. Another part of 
Gregorio's work docs uot aeom to havo been 
set liable. All the recent trouble has arisen 
through tho Crown taking what wore con¬ 
sidered to bo necessary steps to set up and 
clear its own rights within the boundary 
line of Gregorie's reservation. This also is 
a part of Gregorio's work, which was not an¬ 
nulled or set aside. 

My advice has been asked, and not volun¬ 
teered, In this matter, and after spending 
anxious days and sleepless nights over It I 
have come to the conclusion that tho matters 
above referred to arc, after all, of very smalt 
Importance to the real issue, and I have now 
proceeded to advise the islander* to take no 
steps in thp matter until the findings of the 
Crown Law Department are issued, as his 
Excellency the Governor has graciously pro. 
tn]*ed that If the smallest loophole can 
found, he will uAo it. for all ho is worth for 
the benefit of tho people. 

if that loophole Is not found, I advise the 
people to at once urge, with si! the persuasion 
they can command, that they have never been 
Informod that they were ter bo regarded as 
simply truants at will in tho houses. They 
warn Toft in the firm convict inn that those 
houses were given to them by thu Queen, and 
wars secured fropi appropriation within the 
boundaries of the fifty-acre blocks for no 


other purposos than that they might remain 
in possession of them. They must urge, also, 
thrit tho Crown has been for lifly-two years 
fully acquainted with tho trespass (if it is 
a trespass),, and has takon no steps to as¬ 
sort its rights until quite recent years, and 
that in any case tho enforcement of u law 
so cruel, and, as they feel, so unjust, is not 
creditable to the Crown, nor in harmony with 
Iho generous attitude of the late Quoon. Fur¬ 
ther, they must urge that If the Crown claims 
aro good now they wore good at any time 
during tho past flulf-century, nnd that if they 
arc good at all they are. good without the 
necessity of signing a document which will dis¬ 
tinctly put the Islanders out of Court for all 
time In any plea that they may ralso. 

Mr. Quintal returns to the Island very much 
disappointed, and under a strong fooling that 
whatever tho law may siiy, them lias been 
! absolutely uo mercy in the whole of the pro¬ 
ceedings. T am, etc., 

JAMES WOQLNOUGII. , 
Petersham* July It* 


His Excellency had not let them 
see die Order in Council, nor had he 
given them a copy of it. Had he been 
so rash, they would have seen that the 
Order was subject to Instructio/is. 

They might have asked to know what 
the Instructions were. Seeing them, 
they would have recognised the truth 
with only a few minutes of study: 
these documents, utterly the reverse 
of countermanding Denison's and 
Gregorie's promises, made them in¬ 
to Imperial order. 

The Governor "was good enough to 
read one paragraph and part of another. 
Rev. Woolnough related. These para¬ 
graphs wiped out the claims of the 
Pitcairners, said the Governor. 

And then he "graciously promised* 
that if the smallest loophole can be 
found, he will use it for all he is 
worth for the benefit of the people*" 


When Governor Rawson had written 
to the Secretary of State on January 
21st, 1908, describing the tense Nor¬ 
folk Island situation, he had enclosed 
one of Deputy Administrator Houston's 


NOBKOIiK ISLAND AFFAIRS. 

♦ /lb. Of 

”*0 THE EDITOR OF THE HERALD. 

Sir.—Late in the day on Wednesday my at¬ 
tention was called to a report of tho interview 
which Mr. Quintal and I had had on Tuesday, 
the 7th lust., with his Excellency tho Gover¬ 
nor. As this report wan not supplied by 

I either of us, 1 feel free to make a further 
statement in reference to the matter. 

The report, in Its first sentenco, stated that 
i his Excellency had produced an Order In Coun¬ 
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long discertations on the history and 
circumstances involved. On page five 
of this report Houston said 'The facts 
are that the whole of the houses in 
question were included in a Govern¬ 
ment Reserve set apart in the time 
of Sir William Denison, the boundary 
ies of this Reserve are clearly dilinea- 
ted on the old plan of the Island and 
the position of the houses are shown 
thereon as being within such Reserve. 

It may be here mentioned, " Hous¬ 
ton continued, That in every case . 
where land was granted in Norfolk 
Island, it was properly conveyed by 
deed, and if Sir William Denison had 
intended that the houses should be 
granted to the Pitcairn emigrants it 
is difficult to believe that the land 
upon which they stood would not have 
been similarly conveyed. " 

In the British Colonial Office such 
letters and reports were enclosed in 
filing covers, printed to allow a 
brief description of what the file 
contained. There was also space on 
the cover for "minutes" in which 
members of the staff of the Secretary 
of State might mark comment, 
suggest actions or initial their agree¬ 
ment. Governor Rawson’s letter of 
January 21st, 1908, and Mr. Houston’s 
report, which was the last enclosure 
with the Governor’s letter, repose in 
the Colonial Office 1908 files for 


N. S. W. in cover No. 7602. 

The Minute on the cover of that 
file reads: 

"The argument on P. 5 of die 
last end. that the houses in question 
were in a Govt reserve is not worth 
much. For it is clear that Sir W. 
Dennison (sic) meant only those hous¬ 
es not needed by the people to be 
reserved, which de facto was not 
the case with these houses. 1 there¬ 
fore would not use it. " 

The minute is initialled by four 
men in the Colonial Office, includ¬ 
ing Mr. C. P. Lucas. 


Such facts are of course confiden¬ 
tial within the Government for many 
years. At last they grow so old that 
they can safely be considered as his¬ 
tory, and are permitted to be exam¬ 
ined by those who have interest* in ‘ 
what really happened, 69 years ago. 

"... the belief that the island was 
given to them for them to govern," 
says Sir John Nimmo in his Royal 
Commission Report on Norfolk Island, 
"... has persisted in spite of the fact 
that whenever auch a claim has been 
advanced between 1856 and the pres¬ 
ent, it has been refuted. " 
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FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 

CASUAL GUEST POLICY 

VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island’s leading hotel. 

The brief answer i$ that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be served at a table 
beside-the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may ' ! 

sit in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room over- 
looking the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines’ 

The luncheon menu always includes one inexpensive 
dish, usually $i or $1.50, and a beautiful array of ^ : 
hot and cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment; MONDAY 
a smorgasbord and dance to "Lantana"; TUESDAY H ou si e;' 1 ' 
WEDNESDAY Sing a long with Sharon; THURSDAY a smorgasbord 
and dance to " Toof ey" ;FR1DAY "Folk Night" ; SATURDAY din - 
ner and a film; SUNDAY a candlelight dinner (with a fine 
steak for only $7 . 00). 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents and 
present the best in imported and local foods, artfully 
prepared, and served by the attractive girls in the 
bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please -- make bookings before 4.30 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive before 7.30pm 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in 
your visit ... you’ll want to return. 



South 

Pacific 

hotel/motel limited 
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Dear Minister, 

tf you bring Australia's tax-and- 
benefit systerii into Norfolk Island 
I am going to need help in compiling 
my provisional tax w^Lc^jre<W 4 ires me 
among ; otbef things tb keep records 
and aft Inventory of supplies, produce 
and equipment to know what our 
place earns. 

I am trying to run a small farm 
and it is hard to be sure whether it 
is profitable or not. Our neighbors 
share the eggs with us and they help 
teed our chickens on day-old sponge 
fingers and doughnuts donated by 
Maxwell's bakery. Most of the chooks 
came from Paulette who had too 
many. 

Atchie brought his cow and calf 
down to our place so I could learn 
to milk and also have a supply of 
fresh milk for our grandchildren's* 
visit during the Christmas holidays^ 
When Our own cow had her calf 
"Ice Cream" and 'Junket" went 
back home but Princess had so much 
milk we were able to give a litre or 
two away each day, but I suppose it 
would count as earnings to us any¬ 
way. The yogurt we made was de¬ 
licious but we stopped making it 
after our grandson left. However, 
we make our own bread and coffee 
cake but often give a lot of every 
batch away because people seem 
to love the coffee cake, especially. 

This morning for breakfast we 
had a choice of Alice W's marmal¬ 
ade. Isobelle’s guava and fijoa 
jam or Jeanie's guava jelly. On 
the shelves in our pantry are also 
Val’s yellow guava jam, Jeanie's 
corn relish, Celia's green tomato 
pickles, Ruby's rhubarb, Jan's guava 
jelly, Kit's banana jam and Tom's 
honey. Could you please tell me 
how 1 make an inventory of these 
assets for my provisional tax? Or 
do I write tftem down as income? 

In our tool shed is John's bridle, 

Sue's halter, Kay's saddle cloths 
and curry brushes. 1 also have a 
stock saddle given to me by another 
Kay. There.are also about 100 old 
(perhaps valuable) 78 RPM records 
given to me by Keith which I*m 
some day going to try to sell for 
him so he can give die money to 
an older resident who had the records 



in the first place. I've also got five 
gallons of expensive cork tile seal¬ 
ing stuff that I'm saving for some¬ 
one to borrow when they put down 
their new kitchen floor. I had 8 
sheets of clear fibreglass roofing 
behind the shed which I did sell 
but 1 don't know whether I made a 
profit on it or not. At the same 
time somebody gave me a flash 
heater and I’m a bit confused. I 
have two good four inch paint brush¬ 
es given to me by K$ith for Christmas 
and a smoker for curing bacon and 
smoking fish, George Thompson 
lefttiis his old golf elute;, Ardan a 
garden rake and mattock and Wendy, 
a kerosene lantern. We had a box 
of quite nice extra tap fittings but 
we gave them to Arch and Celia for 
their new house. Most of our garden 
equipment arid workshop tools are 
shared with Jan and John and they 
share theirs with us. John knows 
when he can’t find his claw ham¬ 
mer 1 probably have it and when I'm 
looking for my small spade I know 
it's probably up near his Braemat 
heater. When he put that in, by 
the way, he gave us his old gas hot 
water heater. Roger hasn't hooked 
that up yet so I don't know whether 
it's an asset to the farm or not. 

John knows he can siphon petrol out 
of my Mini Moke if the mower’s 
low and Chris gets us free sump oil 
from the garage to keep our fences 
in shape. 

The step ladder came from hen¬ 
ry, the wedges from Keith, the tin 
snips 1 actually bought. Also the 
grinder. The wood for our fuel 
stove was picked up after our house 
was remodelled and stacked in the 
shed by Paul and Robin. (Robin, 
incidentally, is on a world trip 
and stayed for quite a while with 
our best friends in Michigan. Paul 
uses our spare double bed to sleep 
on in his house except at Christmas 
when he returns it for a month when 
our kids visit.) All our photographic 
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magazines which Jim Coleman, the 
publisher in Sydney sends us go to 
Paul because he's an expert photo¬ 
grapher and has just helped start 
N. I’s photography club. Irt exchange 
for these, my husband sends Jim free 
copies of his paper. But then, that 
has nothing to do with the farm. The 
newspaper operates in much the same 
way, though, and I'm sure Ed'll need 
help too. 

• About our water tanks.. Sue and 
Tim painted lovely, gay pictures of 
fish, flowers faces and a beautiful 
wagon with an Indian sitting in jt on 
our main one. I bought the paint at 
Irvines - the farm has to have a 
water tank and the water tank needs 
protecting but 1 don't know whether 
the tax department would consider 
the pictures were proper protection 
for the tank and whether the cost of 
the paint I bought (total $A2.19) was 
deductible. Our garden tank, which 
is sprt of portable, John and Jan use 
sometimes to carry water from a 
friend's well when they run low 
Otherwise, if it’s full, we use it for 
watering our joint vegetable garden. 
It's sometimes an asset but it has a 
small leak and is depreciating in 
value. 

About aur stock. We’ve got three 
cows. (This may sound like a joke 
to you but it’s very serious to us be¬ 
cause I understand when we kill one 
we have to count the value of the 
meat as income and pay tax on it.) 
however, 1 believe we can deduct 
expenses we incur in their care. A 
friend drenched them for me with 
his medicine and gun the first time 
and in return for that my husband 
gave him some free copies of his 
newspaper. This time I drenched 
them myself but have some left in 
the tube which I'll probably give to 
our friend. How do you think I 
should handle this on my tax form? 
Drench is expensive. 

Penny, given to us by friends of 
Sandy, is a combination Labrador 
and Border Collie. She is meant to 
round up the animals. So far all 
she does is chase them away. Is the 
cost of feeding her deductible? 

We have three horses - one was 
a surprise as the mare I ordered from 
N.Z. turned out to be in foal. Do 
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we deduct shipping costs for one or 
two animals? We are planning to 
have our mare have another foal 
which we've promised to three little 
boys. I don't suppose the golden 
syrup and bran these animals eat can 
be deducted as we don't know whether 
these animals can be classified as be- 
ing part of the farm. We know they 
are part of our farm and that they're 
essential to us but maybe the Tax 
Commissioner will feel it isn't 
necessary to have horses on a place 
this small. This seems to be getting 
down to the hub of the matter. Are 
we living on our farm or on some 
farm that exists in the tax office 
regulations? It seems to me there is 
a difference. 

We seem to have a lot of rats 
which get into the bananas. The 
bananas are part of the farm prod¬ 
uce that we understand is part of 
what we have to pay tax on because 
they're profit to us. However, we're 
uncertain whether it'd be better to 
deduct the value of the bananas the 
rats eat (should we use Norfolk or 
Mainland values per banana?) or 
whether to add the cost of Pickwick, 
our cat, given to us by Maureen 
who teaches at Norfolk’s Central 
School. Pickwick is small but eats 
quite a lot. 

An empty 44 gal. drum rolled off 
one of Martin's Agency’s trucks re¬ 
cently and went down to the bottom 
of our valley - it is worth something 
but so far has been too much of an 
effort to go down and collect. When 
we do get it should the value of it 
be declared as a windfall or a truck- 
fall or what? Kero is now up to 
$58.81 per drum. This may not 
mean much in Canberra but kero 
is essential on Norfolk and if we 
can save a few dollars on the next 
drum by retrieving the one in the 
valley we'd like to do it but if we 
are going to be taxed for carrying it 
up we'll leave it there. 

During a hard rain, water comes 
down from Collins Head Road and 
washes out our driveway. The drive¬ 
way is necessary to get to the farm. 

I bought a barrel of tar from Greg 
and Gerry says he'll save some met¬ 
al and Mark says he'll put it down 
but how much is deductible as a cost 
of running the farm and how much 
is just personally getting by? 

As to our garden. It's looking 
pretty healthy at the moment thanks 
to the loads of sawdust Howard gave 
John and the healthy pineapple and 
strawberry plants from Joan, the 
passionfruit vine, lemon tree and 
dill from Ruth, the choko vines from 
Carol, the asparagus from Gwen, the 
kumera from Leon, the pepper tree 
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from Maugie*, the paw paws from 
Hans and Betty, the tamarillos and 
Hawaiian passionfruit from Bill, the 
bouquet garni from Tom and Dorothy, 
the banana trees from Quentin, the 
big onions from Ab and the multiply¬ 
ing ones from Kath, the macademia 
tree from Isobelle and - well, how can 
I ever make an inventory of these 
assets? I'll definitely need the taxa¬ 
tion department's help. 

Other growing things, although not 
readily transferable into cash, cer¬ 
tainly are part of the value of the 
farm but I am confused as to how to 
go about it. Almost all of our hi¬ 
biscus hedge came from Bill and 
Helen McCoy. Some of the ones 
that didn't take were replaced by 
Tom a d Dorothy, Linda and Phillip, 
Leon, Agatha and Meta. Kay gave 
us the vine beginning to grow up our 
trellis, Dick the two Isabella grapes 
and Archie the banana passionfruit 
vines. I did buy a convulvulus from 
Amy. My one lovely Norfolk Island 
hibiscus came from "Mac". All the 
shasta daisies came from Ray and 
Betty and the pigface. rununculae, 
rhubakia and other rockery plants 
from Gwen. Rangi gave me many 
of our roses, pelagonium and ger¬ 
anium. The ivy came from Celia 
and Archie and so did some of the 
other roses. Gladys brought me a 
coral vine and an air plant. Tom 
and Dorothy gave us all the lilies 
and almost all of our succulents 
came from Helen DcTkin. Wendy 
gave us the nasturtiums and the 
Hawaiian rose is from Helen and 
Allan. The poinsettia and frangipani 
are from Kassie and Jules. Our palms 
were given to us many years ago by 
Nick Christian and the new seedlings 
just starting to come up along the 
driveway were given to us by Bobby 
and Eddie. 

As to our house - the fireplace 
surrounds were lovingly made and' 
donated by our builder, Keith. In 
my husband's study the mantel was 
made from a piece of driftwood 
washed up on Cemetery Bay. All 
the shells and stones cemented in 
our patio were gifts from the child¬ 
ren of many friends around the world. 

Someone has told me recently that 
when probate assessors come around 
after someone dies they even count 
the half-used bottles of whiskey, 
sherry etc. There'll be plenty of 
problems around here. 

Our dining room table with a lazy 
susan top was a trade we made with 
a friend. He wanted our old Persian 
oil container so badly he could taste 
it. I don't know how anyone’ll put 
a value on this table. Many of our 
paintings were given to us by the ar- 
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tists themselves before their work 
started selling. Will our estate be 
fnore valuable and hence our child¬ 
ren taxed more heavily because some 
of our friends became famous? 

Getting back to the farm and equip¬ 
ment. Re. vehicles. Ed's old Mini 
Moke (we siphon petrol out of It for 
the mower, iqo). was fixed up by frank 
who didn't send us a bill but fid has * 
our old Fiat 500 to use as a spare car 
for his clients and we can borrow it 
back when our kids visit at Christmas. 
Originally it was a hire car owned 
by Bruce but we bought it from an 
employee at the Met station. Frank 
has given us some wheels and an axle 
which Ed, John and Arch are going to 
make a trailer from so we can take 
our cows to the bull on the other 
side of the Island. The dost and 
value of this trailer will be hard to 
pin down. *' 

We are just about to sit down to 
have a cocktail before dinner. The 
onion in my martini was pickled by 
Jeanie and the liquor in Ed's drink 
came from Charles. The fish I'll 
fry afterwards was brought down by 
John given him by Ken. We'll have 
a pilhi made from Freddie's pumpkin, 
cole slaw from Ray's cabbage and 
a choice of guava ice made with 
Julie’s frozen guava or lemon tarts 
from Elva. 

Tomorrow I hope to pick peppers 
to give Elva, take a frozen chook to 
Christine from the batch we killed 
a month ago, pick our first crop of 
black-eyed peas and take some rO- 
quette to Betty. 

In this letter I am not even going 
to try to get into the complications 
in our tool shed. Ed says he will 
sooner burn it down than make an 
inventory. 

All of this may sound silly to you, 
but if we're going to be put into 
your systems I'll need the answers to 
these questions. When you were 
talking about the solemn declarations 
so many people signed here, in which 
almost everybody said they wanted 
Norfolk to go on havihg its own sys¬ 
tems, you said that maybe things 
were* different here, but that in Aust¬ 
ralia such a poll would be laughed 
at from one end of die country to 
another. 

I'm sure the way we run a farm 
would be laughed at from one end 
of Australia to another, but things 
really are different here. If we are 
going to have to stop doing things 
Norfolk-style and do them your way, 

I hope you have some people who 
will take the time to think about 
what actually happens here, and 
tell us patiently what records we'll 
have to start keeping. 
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ANNIVERSARY DAY - June 8 dawn¬ 
ed another magnificent Norfolk day, 
an appropriate day to commemorate 
the landing here of the people from 
Pitcairn in 1856. There was a good 
crowd of Norfolkers who gathered at 
the pier for the re-enactment of the 
landing and who then strolled up to 
Cenotaph, where wreaths were laid 
and the National Anthem was sung. 
Then it was on to the graveyard 
where the hymn 'Tn the Sweet Bye 
and Bye" was sung and Ma (Mrs. Pat) 
Adams read the prayer of John Adams: 
'Suffer me not, O Lord, 

To waste this day in sin or folly 
But let me worship thee with 
much delight. 

Teach me to know more of thee 
And to serve thee better than I 
have ever done before. 

That I may be fitter to dwell in 
heaven 

Where thy worship and service 
are everlasting. ” Amen. 

More wreaths were laid, the Lord’s 
Prayer and Benediction, and then the 
hymn* "Let the Lower Lights be Burn¬ 
ing", "The Ship of Fame", "Geth- 
semane", "Oakleigh" and the ever- 
moving Pitcairn Anthem were sung, 
while die waves pounded in on the 
shores behind the graveyard and the 
bright clear blue sky above. With 
such peace and beauty and warmth 
surrounding us how could one help but 
be thankful for this heavenly Island 
we call home, and honour the mem¬ 
ory of those courageous men and 
women who left their homeland to 
begin a new life on strange shores. 

After leaving the graveyard, those 
people in costume were invited to 
Government House for morning tea 
and to meet the Hon. Senator With¬ 
ers and Mrs. Withers and the Attor¬ 
ney-General, Mr. Ellicott, Q.C. 
and Mrs. Ellicott. 

The Youth Centre compound at 
Kingston was again the venue for the 
picnic lunch, or feast it should be 
called. Many families and friends 
had gathered together for the occa¬ 
sion, Gay table cloths decorated 
with hibiscus and poinsetia flowers 
covered the ground. By the time 
die food was laid out there was very 
little of the cloths left to be seen!! 
The womenfolk, and some of the 
men too, spend many hours prepar¬ 


ing for this event and on this day, 
at least, one makes a special effort 
to prepare the local dishes such as 
pilhi, mudda, and the ever-popular 
pies. This year there seemed to be 
some delay before Grace was sung 
and by the time we were able to 
commence the meal some of the tri¬ 
fles and jellies looked a bit sorry for 
themselves! Still, it didn't affect 
their taste! At the luncheon the 
President of Committees, Bill Blu- 
cher, welcomed on behalf of the 
community the official guests the 
Hon. Senator R.G. Withers and his 
wife together with the Attorney- 


General, Mr. Ellicott, Q.C. and 
Mrs. Ellicott. It was such a pleasant 
afternoon that the picnickers were re¬ 
luctant to pack up and go home. Some 
moved over to the oval to watch the 
cricket. I know one group had a live¬ 
ly sing-song and finally packed up as 
dusk set in. 

At Raw son Hall that night a good 
crowd of local people and visitors 
attended the "Bounty Ball" - a grand 
finale to a wonderful day. This Ball 
is a family affair. After the singing 
of the Anthem and hymns, young and 
old joined to dance and observe in 
perfect harmony. It was beaut to see 
Senator Withers and his wife join in 
the Barn Dance along with many child¬ 
ren, and they all obviously enjoyed 
themselves. Bill and Joan Blucher 
were the final winners of the annual 
Old Time Waltz competition. 

The weekend of June 11-13 was a 
long weekend for the Queen's Birth¬ 
day holiday. Church services were 
held in all the churches to commem- 
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SOFT LIGHTS 
AND PLEASANT 
MUSIC ARE 
PART OF THE 
ENJOYABLE 
ATMOSPHERE 
OF THE BOUNTY 
LODGE TAVERN. 
NO RFO LK * S 
LEADING 
LICENSED 
RESTAURANT. 
ENJOY CHOOSING 
FROM OUR FINE 



A LA CARTE. 
N1ENU -- AND 
ENJOY OUR 
ATTENTIVE 
SERVICE AT THE 
COCKTAIL BAR 
AND AT YOUR 
TABLE. 
YOUR "EVENING 
" ABOARD THE . 
BOUNTY" WITH 
US WILL BE 
COMPLETE AND . 
MEMORABLE. 



OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM 7PM. TELEPHONE 2 019 


COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALEDONIENS 


Siege Social B.P.833, NOUMEA" 

S.A.au capital de 37,890,000CFP 



OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLANt>/TAURONGA 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY : Hetherington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrane Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 
C.C.C, AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLANDt 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 














orate the Silver Jubilee year of the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth. Cubs, 
Brownies, Guides and Scouts took 
part in the service held at All Sc-ints\ 
Church, Kingston. Apart from think- X 
ing of the reign of the Queen and all 
she has achieved in lief 25 years as 
head of the Commonwealth, I think 
that every heart on Norfolk Island 
was also with the family and friends 
of the late Mrs. Kate McPherson, a 
fine old lady who passed away at the 
Norfolk Island Hospital on June 11. 

And particularly with the parents, 
sisters, brother and relatives of young 
Glen Knight - 9i years old - who died 
as the result of a tragic accident - al¬ 
so on June 11. 

It's on occasions of deep sorrow 
that one realizes how the Norfolk 
people really care about one another. 
Every person on Norfolk was affected 
by the sadness of the weekend, and 
it was as though a cloud of gloom 
actually settled over us all. Yet hav¬ 
ing recently visited the city, one was 
struck by the fact that everyone ‘over 
there* is concerned only with self. 

Here's hoping Norfolk will always be 
a place where we all care for one 
another, whether it is in sorrow we 
share, or in "side-splitting joy". 

Although his birthday was actually 
on Bounty Day, Gary Cooper's fam¬ 
ily and friends joined together at the 
Leagues Club on the following Satur¬ 
day night to celebrate with him his 
21st birthday and to meet his wife, 

Jill. Gary and Jill had been married 
in Brisbane the previous weekend and 
had come to Norfolk for their honey¬ 
moon. All those present at the party 
were treatedto a real Norfolk dinner - 
plenty of hi-hi*s and hi-hi pie. Golly, 
some oiie or some people must have 
been very busy picking out all the hi- 
hi's - a delicious meal and a most 
enjoyable evening. 

Queen's Birthday weekend was quite 
a busy one - on the Monday several 
activities had been planned. Out 
at Simon's Water the A. & H. So¬ 
ciety bad again organised its annual 
one*day event of dressage, cross 
equhtry and show jumping competi- 
tftms. A visiting international and 
Olympic equestrian, Mr. John Howard, 
was the judge. 1 believe a smaller 
crowd attended this year and Trevor 
Calder was the over-all winner of the 
day, followed closely by Kaye Woods. 

Of the juniors, Margot Alston, Sheryl 
Deadman and Linda Woods had a 
successful day. 

The Bowling Club was a scene of 
activity on .this day also as the .bowlers, 
challenged Ifre golfers on the bowling 
greens, while down on the dval at 
Kingston Cascade and United teams 
did battle. 


’Don't forget - you're not to tell 
anyone about the Time Accelerator", 
said one small boy to his friend as. 
tjjey left thi Hal| at; 

the conclusion' of a terrific' conceit or - 
ganized by the S.D.A. Church to 
jraise fujpds for their annual Christmas 
party 1 for the sWhibr Citizens. The * 
hall was really crowded, all seats 
taken with many people having to 
stand and children sitting on the wind¬ 
owsills: actually the hall was packed 
by 7.40. Perhaps those who were sitt¬ 
ing in the front rows had camped out¬ 
side the door! What a terrific night 
for the family, young and old. Ralph 
Weslake, dressed as a farmer/cowboy 
was the M.C. and had the children 
enthralled with his stories and riddles. 
The first item on the action-packed 
programme was called "Tumbles and 
Balances" - a gymnastic display by 
the schoolchildren. Some of the 
faces I could recognize were Adam 
Davies, Gavin and Linda Snell, April 
Quintal who very bravely formed ihe 
highest point of the human pyramid 
in one of the exercises. Paul Travers 
had trained the children really well. 
There were gasps from the audience 
as even the shorter children leap- 
frogged over the box horse plus three 
children squatted one on top of the 
other. One young boy didn't quite 
make it and took Gavin Snell with 
him to the floor on the other side of 
the box! 

Another very popular item was 
Alec Nobbs with his "Singarettes" - 
a group of young guitar and ukele 
players v4i o sang a bracket of Hawaii¬ 
an songs and then in the second half 
of the programme entertained again 
with some country and western favour¬ 
ites. Young Darren Nobbs’ voice 
came over very strong and clear as 
he sang the harmony. They all look¬ 
ed as though they were thoroughly en¬ 
joying themselves. 

I certainly wouldn't recommend 
anyone to try out the new barber at 
Kenny Nobbs' barber shop - he claim¬ 
ed to have gained his experience at 
Silky Oaks stables! Tried to cut a 
customer's hair with a pair of grass 
clippers, and shampooed another 
customer's beard by dousing him 
with what looked like flea powder! 
Anyway, the irate customers, Alec 
Nobbs, Pat Patterson and Robert 
Wotherspoon, soon fixed him by ty* 
ing him up in the chair and lopping 
off his hair in big pieces. It Was 
really funny - and they all became 
friends again as they sang "Click Go 
the Shears". ; 

Particularly enjoyable was ..the tim¬ 
ber of the delegation fro*in Canberra, 
Bill Lackey, who wanted to buy some 
goods from a local store. To start 


with he couldn't understand the shop¬ 
keeper, Tom Lloyd, who spoke to 
him in Norfolk, and then all he 
cou^d^buy was plun mudda! Then 
he returned on another day to try 
and buy some "high-high” pie. 

"Hi-hi" pie said the shopkeeper. 

There was then quite an argument 
and the customer ended up walking 
out with some more mudda. The 
tourists in the audience might have 
wondered why the locals were laugh¬ 
ing so much. 

Tom Lloyd also sang two satirical 
numbers full of local flavour - very 
clever - and what a feat he perform¬ 
ed in remembering all the words. 
Timmy, his wife, was accompanist 
on the piano during the evening. 
Timmy and Mrs. Anne Swift gave 
two brackets of piano duets which 
were most enjoyable. The audience 
was also able to enjoy the voices of 
Rev. Colin Berriman and Mrs. Nor¬ 
ma Summerscales as they each sang 
a bracket each of old-time favour¬ 
ites. Kathy Le Cren and June Gil¬ 
more sang a Maori song together - 
beautiful. Their item in the second 
half of the programme, "You Can’t 
Play in My Yard", brought the house 
down. They really looked the part 
in their school hats and pigtails! 

A truly happy night was brought 
to a close with Susan Pedel singing 
"Barny Duffy" and "Beautiful Norfolk 
Island". Oh dear, almost forgot 
to tell you about Susan and Tom 
Lloyd singing "The Sheik of Arabique" 
it was terrific. Tom was even riding 
a camel! Perhaps Ralph wouldn't 
mind if I just told you quietly about 
the Time Accelerator - a scientific 
device designed to speed up "time" 
(golly, it seems to go fast enough 
anyway!). Anyway, Ralph opened 
a little trapdoor, popped in a hen's 
egg, cranked the handle, pulled the 
lever and hey presto, out flew two 
real live roosters! Must have been 
a double-yolker, said Ralph! Imagine 
the delight and amazement of the 
youngsters in the audience! Many, 
many thanks to the S.D.A. Church 
and other members of the commun¬ 
ity who joined with them to provide 
a terrific night. 

Well, as you have just read, June 
has been quite a busy month here on 
Norfolk. It's very hard to realize 
that half the year of 1977 has gone 
already. However, the longest day 
of the year is now past and we can 
look forward to warmer and longer 
days. 

Cheerio! — 
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MARTIN'S AGENCIES LTD. 


I 


IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS ■ RETA1LERS 


Agents for 


• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SO Cl ET E MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres . 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes, all 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/ Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 
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